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INSTITUTION or T#z SOCIETY. 


This Inſtitution, which may probably rank among 
the moſt uſeful and important in the kingdom, had 
its origin in a Society, conſiſting principally of 
men of letters, and from the following circum- 
ſtance : 75 | 

In 1788, an event took place, which tarniſhed 
the character of Engliſh humanity, and afflicted 
the friends of knowledge. 

Floyer Sydenham, the ingemious tranflator of 

Plato, a profound fcholar ; revered for his know- 
ledge, and beloved for his candour and gentleneſs; 
died in conſequence of having been arreſted, and 
detained, for a debt to a victualler, who had, for 
ſome time, furniſhed his frugal dinner. 

At the news of that event, every friend of litera- 
ture in the Society felt a nuxture of ſorrow and 
ſhame; and one of the Members propoſed, that a 

plan ſhould be executed which had been ſome years 
under conſideration, to prevent ſimilar afflictions, 
and to aſſiſt deſerving Authors and their Families in 
diſtreſs. 

The plan, though applauded, was not unani- 
mouſly adopted ; but the ſpirit of the propoſer being 
by no means diſcouraged, another Society was 

A 2 formed, 
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formed, conſiſting only of eight perſons ; at the firſt 
meeting of which, the Conſtitutions and an adver- 
tiſement were produced, and approved. 

The ſubſcription for the purpoſes of printing 
the Conſtitutions, and inſerting advertiſements in 
the public papers, amounted only to eight gui- 
neas; but at the next meeting the number of Sub- 
ſcribers was increaſed, and the Subſcription re- 
newed. 

This little faithful band ſteadily continued its 
operations; and, without waiting for the reſult of 
yearly ſubſcriptions, proportioned its contributions 
to the objects immediately in view; and ſuſtained 
the expence of printing the Conſtitutions and adver- 
tiſements nearly two years. 

In this manner the Society gradually acquired 
ſtability; and the firſt general meeting was appointed 
on Tueſday, the 18th of May, 1790; when Officers 
were elected, a Committee formed, and the annual 
ſubſcriptions were ſo increaſed as to admit of the 
application of ſmall ſums to the purpoſes of the 
Inſtitution. 


coN. 


CONSTITUTIONS. 


Tre peculiar motives for eſtabliſhing this Inſti- 
tution are ſo obvious as hardly to require enumera- 
tion. 


All the boaſted diſtinctions of England have gest 
obligations to the Preſs. Princes are influenced, 
miniſters propoſe meaſures, and magiſtrates are in- 
ſtructed, by the induſtry of literature; while the 
Authors of the firſt ſuggeſtions may be languiſhing 
in obſcurity, or dying in diſtreſs. 

It is thought, this evil may be diminiſhed, if not 
removed, by an inſtitution calculated to obtain juſ- 
tice for injured talents, or compaſſion for ſuch as 
are depreſſed; to obviate the dreadful apprehenſions 
which diſcourage or pervert genius; and to promote 
the exerciſe of candour in the provinces of literature. 
Every deſcription of genius and merit, except 
that devoted to general ſcience and the Belles 
Lettres, has ſome appropriate mode of compenſa- 
tion. The learned profeſſions, and all the pro- 
vinces of arts merely imitative, have probable means 
of remuneration or refuge, —Li terature alone 18 


A 3 neg- 


6 CONSTITUTIONS OF THE SOCIETY. 


neglected, when become a diſtinct purſuit, and ab- 
ſorbing all the faculties of the mind. 

It is the purpoſe of this Inſtitution to eſtabliſn 
a fund, on which deſerving Authors may rely for 
aſſiſtance, in proportion to its produce. 

An annual ſubſcription, of not leſs than a Gui- 
nea, entitles the Subſcriber to a voice in the de- 
liberations of the Society. 

Donations of Ten Guineas, and upwards, within 
one year, conſtitute Subſcribers for life; and le- 
gacies in truſt will be gratefully received. 

Ihe powers of this Society are veſted in a 
Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, two Regiſtrars, two 
Treaſurers; a Council of not more than fifty ; and 
a General Committee of twenty-one Members, 
ſeven. of which ſhall go out annually, according to 
priority of ſervice, and then be eligible into the 
Council; the members of which may, after 
three years, be re- elected into the General Com- 
mittee. 185 5 

Preſidents, Vice-prefidents, Regiſtrars, and 
Treaſurers, when they decline their re- election, are 
eligible into the Council. 

Subſcribers refiding at conſiderable diſtances 
from London, who intereſt themſelves for the So- 
ciety, and, while in town, attend the Committee, 
may, at the end of three years, be elected into the 
Council. 


All 
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All theſe regulations imply, that the parties con- 
tinue their ſubſcriptions, or are Subſcribers for 
life. wy 3 
The ordinary buſineſs of the Society is tranſacted 
by a Committee on the third Thurſday in the 
Month, and confiſting of the Officers and Mem- 
bers of the General Committee. Five to be a 
Quorum. TOE. 
All Aſſemblies and Committees ſhall be directed 
by the Prefident, Vice-prefident, one of the Coun- 
cil, or, in their abſence, by a Chairman appointed 
for the time. The Council ſhall always ap- 
point its Preſident for the time, and from its own 
body. | 
At all Aſſemblies of the Subſcribers, Councils, or 
Committees, the deciſions ſhall be by a majority; 
and the Preſident, or Chairman, give only a caſt- 
ing vote on an equal diviſion. 5 
The meetings of the General Committee ſhall 
be open to the members of the Council; who 
may in all occurrences aſſiſt by advice; but not 
vote on debates. If any irregularities or abuſes 
appear, or be ſuppoſed, to ariſe, two members of 
the Council, by directions to a Regiſtrar, or by let- 
ters from themſelves, may aſſemble the whole Coun- 
cil, to conſider the meaſures in queſtion, to ob- 
viate or approve their effects, and to ſuſpend the 
operations of the Committee, of the Regiſtrars, 
Treaſurers, or other Officers, until the general ſenſe 
A 4 of 
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of the Subſcribers be taken ; which muſt be within 
a month of the time of ſuſpenſion. 

Temporary vacancies in the Committee, or in 
the offices, ſhall be filled up at the diſcretion -of 
the Council. 

Every Subſcriber ſhall be ſummoned annually, 
on the third Thurſday in April, to chuſe Officers, 
and to ſupply the vacancies, by rotation or any 
other circumſtance; in the Committee and Council; 
or ſuch as may happen in the offices of Preſi- 
dent, Vice-prefident, Regiſtrar, or Treaſurer.— 
Theſe Officers ſhall be appointed annually; but 
the offices may be long continued in the ſame 
e if practicable. 

The pecuniary appointments for Collectors and 
Meſſengers (all other offices being diſcharged gra- 
tuitouſly) muſt be aſſigned and approved at their 
election. Theſe officers may be ſuſpended or diſ- 
charged by the Committee, on a complaint pro- 
perly ſupported by a member of the Committee, 
of the Council, or a Subſcriber. Security may 
be taken, by the Committee, for the execution of 
their truſts, 

All applications for relief muſt be made to a Re- 
giſtrar ; who may. immediately fummon a Commit- 
tee, if the caſes be urgent; if not, he ſhall ſubmit- 
them at the firſt meeting. 

The aſſiſtance afforded to Authors i in diſtreſs, or to 
their widows and en, ſhall be at the diſcretion 
of 


CONSTITUTIONS OF THE SOCIETY. © Y. 
of the Committee, and be tranſmitted by a Trea- 
ſurer, a Member of the Committee or Council, 
or by a Subſcriber, agcording to its order; of 
which he is to produce an acknowledgement. a 
All the ſtock, property, and revenues, of the 
Society ſhall be in the public funds, in public and 
competent ſecurities, or at a banker's. No money 
ſhall be drawn for, but by an order of the Commit- 
tee: no ſecurities ſhall be changed; nor any part 
of a capital, whether in eſtates or funds, be diſ- 
poſed of but by the conſent of a general meeting of 
the Subſcribers. 

Books of Accompts by a Treafurer, and books of 
Tranſactions and Occurrences by a Regiſtrar, are 
always liable to inſpection by the Committee and 
Council, or by any of. their members. They ſhall 
be open to any Subſcriber, applying to the proper 
Officer, 1 


N. B. Theſe Conſtitutions, or any article of 
them, may be reviſed, corrected, or altered, at the 
general or annual meeting of the Subſcribers; pro- 
vided a requiſition be previouſly made, to that ef- 
fect, by the majority of the Council or of the Com- 
mittee; that the ſubjects to be ſubmitted to the 
Subſcribers be prepared by a Sub- committee, ap- 

| pointed 
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in the circular letter to the Subſcribers, of the in- 


tended reviſion. 


The Committee generally dine - together on the 
monthly periods of buſineſs, but at their own ex- 
| Pence; and all the dinners of the Society are at the 


private expence of the members, 


TRANSAC- 


TRANSACTIONS or THE COMMITTEE, 


in the Application of the Subſcriptions. - 


* 


N. B. Subſeribers may have full information re- 
ſpecting the following caſes, by a peruſal of the ort- 
ginal minutes of the Society, in the poſſeſſion of 
the Regiſtrars —Publiſhing the names of the perſons 
relieved, or giving ſuch deſcriptions as would be 
equivalent to naming them, would be a violation of 
that delicacy, which is neceſſary to render the benefi- 
cence of the Society acceptable to minds made pecu- 
liarly irritable by misfortune. It is thought ſome of 
thoſe who are dead may be mentioned without injury 
or indelicacy, for the ſatisfaction of thoſe Subſcribers 
who will not be at the trouble of conſulting the Re- 
cords of the Inſtitution. | | 


— 


No. I. 


A gentleman *, who had written ſeveral works of 
conſiderable learning, and utility; critical, biogra- 
. phical, hiſtorical, and theological; being in great 
diſtreſs ; it was reſolved, Dec. 3, 1790, that ten gui- 


The late Dr. Harwood. 
NCeas 
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neas be given him, at different periods, according 
to the diſcretion of Mr. Brooke, the Treaſurer. 


No. II. 


The author of an important and admired publica- 
tion being greatly diſtreſſed; it was reſolved, Feb. 
4, 1791, that ten guineas be given him, and 
delivered by Mr. D. Williams: and, on Aug. 2, 
1792, the ſame gentleman being ſtill much embar- 
raſſed, five guineas more were voted for him by 
the Committee, and conveyed by Mr. Williams. 


No. III. 


May 4, 1791. Tive guineas were preſented to the 
widow of the writer of a learned work. She was in 
great difficulties, with a family of four young chil- 
dren unprovided for. 


No. IV. 


At a general meeting of the Subſcribers, May 6, 
1791, a letter from an author of feveral uſeful pro- 
ductions, hiſtorical and poetical, being read, ſtating 
his melancholy ſituation ; it was deſired, that Mr. 
Brooke would enquire particularly into his caſe, and 
prepare it for the next Committee ; and he was em- 
powered, in the mean time, to relieve him with any 
ſum not exceeding ſix guineas. 

June 3, 1791. Two guineas only having been 
preſented, by Mr. Brooke, to the above gentleman, a 
farther donation of ten guineas was voted. 


No. V. 
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No. V. 


Dec. 2, 1791. A letter addreſſed to the Commit- 
tee, by Mr. Stanley Crowder, a reſpectable book- 
ſeller in Paternoſter-row, in favour of a very inge- 
nious gentleman, being read; it was reſolved, that 
five guineas be conveyed to him by Mr. Crowder. 

That gentleman was a ſcholar of eſtabliſhed cre- 
dit. He had been concerned in many uſeful pub- 
lications, but, through modeſty, concealed his 
name. Twelve months before his application to 
the fund, he had been deprived of the uſe of his 
faculties by a ſtroke of the palſy, was then in a de- 
clining ſtate, and conſiderably advanced in years. 


No. VI. 


Two guineas were. alſo voted to a lady advanced 
in years, daughter of a gentleman * of reſpectable 
charaQer in the literary world, the original editor 
of Dodſley's Collection of Old Plays, and author 
of ſeveral valuable publications. Mr. Nichols was 
requeſted to deliver the money to her. 

It was at the ſame time reſolved, that ten guineas 
be preſented to an enen. lady in reduced cir- 
cumſtances. 


N o. VII. 


January 6, 1792. It was reſolved, that ten gui- 
. neas be given to an induſtrious foreigner, who had 


* Thomas Coxeter, Eſq. who was alſo one of the early 
writers in the Biographia Britannica. 


publiſhed 
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publiſhed various uſeful works, ,in ſuch manner as 
Mr. D. Williams ſhould find neceſſary. 

That gentleman, by an unforeſcen accident, was 

involved in undeſerved misfortunes, and reduced to 
deplorable wretchedneſs. 


No. VIII. 


The gentleman, mentioned (No. IV.) was farther 
aſſiſted, when a priſoner in the Fleet for debt, with a 
fickly wife, ſometimes at the rate of a guinea, at 
others of half a guinea, a week ; and, when releaſed 
from confinement, but ſtill out of employ, it was 
reſolved, that Mr. Brooke ſhould relieve him by 
ſmall ſams at different times, the whole not exceed 


ing eight guineas. 
No. IX. k 
April 6, 1792. A letter being read from the gen- 
tleman alluded to (No. I.) ſtating his diſtreſſes; it 


was reſolved, that ten guineas be given him, at a 
guinea a week, by the Treaſurer, Mr. Brooke. 


No. X. 

May 4, 1792. A letter from a lady, the writer 
of ſeveral original works, being read, deſcribing her 
very diſtreſſed ſituation; it was reſolved, that ten 
guineas be preſented to her; and Captain Morris was 
defired to deliver them. | 


At the ſame time a letter from an author- of two 


medical works being read, ſtating his neceſſitous 
circum- 
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circumſtances ; it was reſolved, that five guineas be 

allowed him, and Dr. Dale defired to remit them. 
He had ſuffered five months' impriſonment, and 

was deſtitute both of friends and money. 


No. XII. 


Ar the ſame meeting an application was made to 
the Committee in behalf of a man of letters in diſ- 
treſs; and it was reſolved, that ten guineas be granted 
him and his family; and Mr. D. Williams deſired to 
convey them. 


No. XIII. 


June 1, 1792. It was reſolved; that ten guineas 
be preſented to an aged phyſician and author, in 
diſtreſs. 

No. XIV, 

Auguſt 24, 1792. A lady, who by her talents 
had contributed to improve the funds of the Sociery 
in its infancy, experiencing temporary inconve- 
nience ; it was reſolved, that five guineas be pre- 
ſented to her; and * Morris deſired to delt- 
ver them. | - 


No. XV. 


The gentleman alluded to (No. II.) being ſtill 


greatly embarraſſed, five guineas more were voted 
a him by the Committee. | 
At the ſame meeting, it was reſolved, that the 
Committee expect letters of acknowledgement from 
the perſons obtaining relief. 

No. XVI. 
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No. XVI. 


December 7, 1792. Captain Morris ſtated, that 
in purſuance of a reſolution of the Extraordinary 
Committee, Auguſt 24,1792, he had given five gui- 
" neas to a literary gentleman ; but, as he was ſtill in 

diſtreſs with a numerous family, and a wife ready to 
 He-in; it was refolved, that ten guineas more be 

preſented to him by Captain Morris. 
Great misfortunes had been brought on this wri- 
ter, not by his own imprudence, but by the artifices 
of others. | 


No. XVII. 


A letter being read from the widow of a late Doc- 
tor in Divinity, author of various publications, de- 
ſcribing her diſtreſſed condition; it was reſolved, that 
fix guineas be given her, two guineas at a time, 
according to the diſcretion of Mr. Nichols. 


No. XVIII. 


At the ſame time an additional relief of five gui- 


, neas was granted to tlie author mentioned in No. LV. 
and VIII. 
. No. XIX. 
January 4, 1793. A letter from an ingenious lady, 
author of many excellent works, being read, de- 
ſcribing her diſtreſſes, ariſing from a dreadful acci- 


dent, which confined her to her bed for ſeveral 
months; 
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months ; it was reſolved, that ten guineas ſhould be 
given her, and Dr. Dale was defired to deliver them. 


At the ſame time it was — that five guineas 
be preſented to a foreigner, author of two ingeni- 
ous publications; and ge ne was Genre to 
—_ them, SZ | | 


No. XXI 


April 5, 1793. Five guineas were 9 to 5 
gentleman mentioned in No. IV. and VIII. on ac- 


count of fickneſs—added to his dure er mene. 


No. XXII. 


It being repreſented, that the gentleman aluded 
to (No. I.) was ſtill diſtreſſed, much advanced, in 
years, and very infirm; it was reſolved, that five 
guineas ſhould be allowed him; and Mr. Fitzgerald | 
was defired to give that ſum, in ſuch manner as 
might beſt relieve him. 
No. XXIII. . 
May 3, 1793. At a general meeting, it was re- 
ſolved, that three guineas ſhould be preſented to a 
lady, in conſequence.of an application made at an 
extraordinary meeting ; and Mr. D. Williams was 
requeſted to tranſmit, them. This lady had claims 


on the Society, HY Ne Her talents in its 
ſervice. | 


Nie T1M-DIN8TY 2G ARM 
B | No. XXIV. 


18 TRANSACTIONS: DF THE COMMITTEE i” 


| Auguſt 27. A letter from the lady alluded to 
(No. X.) being read, deſcribing her unfortunate con- 
dition, arifing from the- extravagance of her. fon, 
whom ſhe-wiſhed to ſend to a diſtant country; it 
was reſolved, that the ſum of twelve guincas ſhould 
be allowed for the purpoſe of enabling her to exe- 
cute the deſign; and that word — be delivered 
0 Dr. . N 


7 XXV. 


At the ne meeting, a farther relief of fix gui- 
neas was voted to the NN mentioned in No. IV. 


and VIII. 15 7 8 
„ XVI. Lace 6 
October 8, 1793. Fe our guineas wete voted to 
a lady in diftreſs, ho had rendered ſervices to 
the Society; J , and Captain Morris was defired to de- 
liver them. 


1 
* . 


No. XXVII. 


November 29. A lady, alluded to above (No. 
VI.) having again ſolicited aſſiſtance from the Lite- 
rary Fund; it was reſolved, that five guineas be al- 
lowed her; . and Mr. Nichols was defired to deliver 
them. ee of ; 


x LA 4 No. XXVII. 


EM u nes 


January 31, 1794. The farther relief of two gui- 


neas was granted in the caſe No. IV. and VIII. 
. I No. XXIX. 
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No. XXIX. 

March 28. A letter being read from & lady in 
great diftreſs, who had rendered ſervices to* the 
Society, and who had diſtinguiſhed” herſelf as a 
writer, requeſting aſſiſtance from the Literary 
Fund; it was reſolved, that ten guineas be allowed 
her; and the Rev. D. Williams was requeſted to 
deliver them. 


No. XXX. 1693 
May 30, 1794. A Doctor of Laws having ap- 
plied to the Society for aſſiſtance, being then in 
great want; it was reſolved, that twenty guineas be 
allowed him, and that Mr. Nichols be defired to 
ſend them. This gentleman i is the author of ſeveral 
eſteemed publications, moſt of which have been 
tranſlated into foreign languages. 
The difficulties under which be at that time la- 
boured proceeded from the diſtreſſed circumſtances 
of a gentleman, from whom he uſed to receive an- 
nually a valuable conſideration for ſervices rendered 
him, 


No. XXXI. 


December 19, 1794. At a meeting of che Com 
mittee, it was reſolved, that the ſum of ten guineas 
be given to the ingenious author of two volumes of 
poems; and the Rev. Mr. D. Williams was deſired 


to delty er them. _ 
B 2 No. XXXII. 
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No. XXXII. 


At the ſame time it was reſolved, that five guineas 
be allowed the ſon of the late celebrated tranſlator 
of. an admired poem, - and author of ſeveral original 
poetical works, to aſſiſt in his education; the Aer: 
to be delivered to the Rev. Mr. Naylor. 


No. XXXIII. 


January 23, 1795. The farther relief of fire 
guineas was granted in the caſe No. IV. and VIII. on 
account of the ſeverity of the ſeaſon. 


No. XXXIV. 


A letter being read from a clergyman, ſtating his 
diſtreſſed circumſtances, with a numerous family 
unprovided for; it was reſolved, that twelve gui- 
neas be allowed him; and Mr. Nichols was re- 
quefted to deliver them. T he gentleman had been 
employed in the management of various periodical 
publications, and had publiſhed many original 
works; but, from various cauſes, his literary labours 
had Nen unproductive. 8 | 


No. XXXV. 
February 20, 1795. A letter from the widow of 
an eminent phyſician, author of an ingenious medi- 
cal work, being read, deſcribing her diſtreſs, and that 
of a numerous family unprovided for; it was reſo 
ved, that twelve guineas be allowed her; and Mr. 


Chriftic was requeſted to deliver them. 
| No. XXXVI. 


/ 
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No. XXXVI. 

M,nrch 20. A lady; who has already been men- 
tioned as having obtained relief (No. XXIII.), hav- 
ing ſtated by letter her diſtreſs; it was reſolved, that 
two guineas be allowed her, ſhe having received on 
her former application (May 3, 1793, ) only three 


guineas; and Mr. D. Williams was requeſted to 
ſend them to her. 


No. XXXVII. 


March 20, 1795. A letter having been received 
from the widow of an author well known in the the- 
atrical world, ftating that, by the death of her huſ- 
band, ſhe was left almoſt deſtitute, and that ſhe was 
involved in freſh diſtreſs by an unforeſeen accident; 
it was reſolved, that ten-guineas be allowed her; and 
Mr. Brooke was defired to deliver them. 


No. XXXVIIT. 


Ae 7. A letter being read, ſtating the dit. 
treſſed ſituation of the tranſlator of ſeveral antient 
writings; it was refolved, that ten guineas be 
granted him ; and Mr. Scott was defired to contrive 
the beſt mode of delivering them. 


No. XXXIX. 

May 29. A letter being read, relating the ne- 
ceſſitous circumſtances of a clergyman, author of 
ſeveral learned and ingenious writings; it was 
reſolved, that ten guineas - ſhould be allowed 

B 3 him, 
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him, and the Rev. D. * was deſired to 
convey them. 


No. XL. 


At the ſame meeting, the widow of a writer of 
ſeveral uſeful publications ſtated by letter her diſ- 
treſſes, being left with -four daughters, and very 
ſcantily -provided for; her huſband having been 
ſhipwrecked, and with him the greater part of his 
ſubſtance loſt. It was therefore reſolved, that a 
ſum, not leſs than five, nor exceeding ten guineas, 
ſhould be allowed her, according to the diſcretion 
of the Rev. Mr. Bracken, who had undertaken to 
enquire more particularly into her ſituation. 


No. XLI. 

July r, 1795. Ten guineas more were voted for 
the relief of the clergyman (No. XXXIX. ), whoſe 
ſituation was repreſented as ſtill diſtreſsful ; and Mr. 
Bracken requeſted to deliver them. 


I No. XIII. 

Nov. 19. It being ſtated, that a lady, who had 
already been relieved by this Society (No. XL.), 
was ſtill in pecuniary difficulties, four guineas more 
were voted her; and Mr. Bracken was deſired to 
deliver them. 


No. XIII. 
It was at the ſame time reſolved, that the lady, 


who had before received aſſiſtance from the Society 
| (No. 
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(No. XXIX.), ſhould. be preſented with five gui- 
neas, ſhe being ſtill in great diſtreſs; and the Rev. 
D. Williams was deſired to ſend them. | 


No, XIIV. 


It was alſo reſolved, that five guineas be given to 
a widow, author of two publications, who was in 
great difficulties, principally ariſing from the ex- 
pence occaſioned by a young child juſt recovered 
from the ſmall-pox; and Mr. Nichols was deſired 
to leave that ſum for her at Meflrs. Robinſons, 
bookſellers, Pater-noſter-row. 


No. XLV. 


Dec. 17, 1795. It being repreſented to the 
Committee, that a clergyman, author of two uſeful 
publications, was in diſtreſſed circumftances, ten 
guineas were voted for his relief; and Dr. Dale was 
deſired to convey them. | 


No. XLVI. 


Jan. 21, 1796. A letter being read, ſtating that 
the clergyman, mentioned No. XXXIX. and XLI. 
was ſtill in diftreſs, into which he had been plunged | 
by unforeſeen circumſtances; it was reſolved, that 
ten guineas be conveyed to him by the Rev. Mr. 
Bracken. | 

No. XLVII. 
A repreſentation being made to the Committee, 
at the ſame time, that a clergyman of diſtinguiſned 
| = learning 


0 
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learning and eminence had left five daughters un- 
provided for; it was reſolved, that ten guineas be 
allowed them; and Dr. Dale was 2 to — 
ver them. 


1 XIVnl. | 
| March 17, 1796. The gentleman (No. IV.) who 
had ſeveral rimes been relieved by this Society, hav- 
ing again applied, it was reſolved, in conſequence of 
his afflictions from a very painful and long continued 
illneſs, to allow him five guineas; and Mr. Brooke 
was deſired to convey them. | 


No. XLIX. 


Dr. Downman, of Exeter, a Subſcriber to this 
Inſtitution, having applied by letter in behalf of an 
ingenious tranſlator, and author of ſeveral original 
tracts in proſe and verſe, who was then languiſhing 
under the double affliction of ſickneſs and poverty; 
it was reſolved, that ten pounds be Allowed him; 
and Mr. D. Williams was requeſted to ſend that 
ſum to Dr. Downman, that it might be applied to 
his uſe. 
| 15 No. L. 

At the ſame meeting it was reſolved, that five 
guineas be allowed a lady, the author of the ac- 
count of an uſeful enterprize, in which ſhe accompa- 
nied her huſband, fince deceaſed; it being repre- 


; ſented to the Committee, that ſhe was in great diſ- 


treſs; and Captain Morris was requeſted to convey 


them to her. 
No. LI. 
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No. LI. 


The author of ſome voluminous and very uſeful * 
works being repreſented to the Committee as being 
involved in difficulties; it was reſolved, that fifteen 
guineas be allowed him; and Mr. D. Williams was 
deſired to inform him of that reſolution, and direct 
him to receive the money of the Treaſurer. 


No. LII. 


The centieman mentioned in No. XXX. being 
again in confiderable diſtreſs; the Committee re- 
ſolved, that ten guineas be ee to him 1 Mr. 


N ichols. 


No. LIN. Wn 
May 19, 1796. Ten guineas were preſented, 
by means of Mr. Scott, to the ingenious author 
of a volume of poems, and ſeveral pieces in proſe, 
on his being repreſented to the Committee as in a- 
very diſtreſſed ſituation. | 


No. LIV. 


Mr. Scott was alſo defired to convey five guineas 
to the learned tranſlator mentioned in No. XXXVIII 


who was again in want of aſſiſtance. 


No. LV. | | 

At the ſame time, twelve guineas were voted to 
the widow, whoſe caſe was deſcribed in No. XL. ſhe 
being in peculiar diſtreſs ; and Dr. Dale was re- 


* to deliver them. 
= LVI. 
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No. LVI. 


The ſum of three guineas was alſo allowed to the 
author of ſeveral publications, in confideration Ty 
of * extreme diſtreſs. 


Ng” No. LVII. FS 

June 16, 1796. The Doctor of 4 whoſe caſe 
is ſtated in No. XXX. being again in great diſtreſs, 
with a wife and daughter; it was agreed that the ſum 
of ten guineas ſhould be ſent to him by Dr. Dale. 


No. LVIII. 


The fituation of the ingenious and induſtrious 
author, mentioned in No. IV. VIII. XLVIIL be- 
coming ftill more and more deplorable, he being 
nearly deſtitute, and utterly incapable of doing any 
thing for his ſupport; it was thought proper that 
ten guineas ſhould be given to him, in ſuch a man- 
ner as Dr. Dale might think wolld be AN bene- | 


ficial. 


No. LIX. 

Five guineas were alſo preſented, by means of the 
Rev. T. Naylor, to the young gentleman mentioned 
in No. XXXII; for the purpoſe of aſſiſting him in 
his education. 

No. LX. 
July 18. In conſideration of the great diſtreſs 
experienced by the widow, whoſe caſe is ſtated in 


No. XIX. with a numerous family, depending prin- 
cipally 
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cipally on her literary exertions for ſupport, Dr., 
Dale was deſired to deliver ten guineas to her. | 


No. LXI. 

Ihe tranſlator of two works, of acknowlodet 

excellence, from the Latin, and likewiſe author of 

ſeveral ingenious publications, ſtating his embar- 

raſſed ſitnation ; it was reſolved, that he ſhould be 

aſſiſted with ten guineas; and Dr. Dale was re- 
queſted to preſent them to him. 


No. LXII. 


The learned and ingenious clergyman, mentioned 
in No. XXXIX. being ſtill, from the great expences 
attending his publications, very much embarraſſed; 
the Rey. Mr. Bracken was requeſted to convey to 
him the ſum of ten guineas. 


No. LXIII. 


Oct. 20, 1796. The unfoͤrtunate gentleman allu- 
ded to. ſeveral times, but particularly in No. IV. and 
LVIII. being releaſed from his miſerable exiſtence, 
four guineas were granted, on account of the pecu- 
liar circumſtances attending the caſe, to defray the 
remaining expences of his funeral. : 


No. LXIV. 


A learned foreigner, author of ſeveral original 
works and tranſlations, nearly ſeventy years of age, - 
being an very great — with a ſick wife and 

* 
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daughter, ſive guineas were directed to be gives him 
by Captain Morris. 


No. LXV. 
Five guineas were ordered for the lady mentioned 
in No. XXIX. and XLIII. in conſideration of her 


very wretched condition; and Mr. D. Williams was 
— to deliver them. 


— — 


No. LXVI. 


Twenty-five pounds being voted for the widow 
and children of the late Robert Burns, the Scotch 
Bard, Mr. Stewart was requeſted to remit that ſum 
to the Committee at Dumfries, appointed to collect 
3 for the benefit of the family. 


No. LXVII. 


The widow of a lately-deceafed clergyman in the 
country, author of ſeveral theological and political 
tracts, being left with a large family of children un- 
provided for; it was reſolved that ten guineas ſhould | 
be allowed her; and Mr. Salte (one of the Vice- 
Prefidents) was requeſted to remit the money. 

| | No. LXVIII. 

Nov. 17, 1798. The clergyman mentioned in 
No. XXXIV. being in a very diſtreſſed ſituation, 
with a family of nine children, and a wife far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy; ten guineas were directed 
to be conveyed to him by Mr. Nichols. 


No. LXIX. 


* 
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| nini .--; 

A clergyman, ſerving a curacy in the country, 

producing only g. 30 a year, author: of a work highly 

applauded at the time of publication, being in very 

great diſtreſs; it was reſolved, that five guineas be 

ſent to him through the hands of a Subſcriber, who 
had reprelented his caſe to the Committee. 


No. LXX. 


A graduate of Oxford, and alſo of Trinity-Col 
lege, Dublin, author of ſeveral poetical and politi- 
cal tracts, being in great diſtreſs, and in ſuch a bad 
ſtate-of health as to interrupt his uſual literary pur- 
ſuits; the ſum of five guineas was directed to be 
conveyed to him by the Rev. William Agutter, who 
had certified his caſe to the Society. 


No. LXXI. 

Dec. 15, 1796. Five guineas were voted to the 
widow mentioned in No. XL, and LV. in conſidera- 
tion of her very diſtreſſed condition, with a ſickly 
daughter; and Dr. Dale was deſired to convey 
them. 


A 


No. LXXII. * 


The author of ſeveral productions, frans of thaw | 
poetical, being in great diſtreſs, with a fick wife ; 
it was reſolved, that ten guineas be delivered to 


him by d Mr. Nichols. 


No. LXXIIL. 
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No. LEXIIL. | 
Pive guineas were directed to be delivered to a poor 
labouring man in the country, author of ſeveral po- 
ems; and Mr. T. Williams (one of the Vico preſi- 
dents) was defired to convey them. 


No. LXXIV. 


Mr. D. Williams was defired to convey thive g gui- 
neas to an ingenious foreigner, tranſlator of ſome 


pieces from the German; he being in very great 
diſtreſs. 
No. LXXV. 

Jan. 19, 1797. In conſideration of the deplora- 
ble condition of the aged foreigner, mentioned in 
No. LXIV ; Captain Morris was requeſted t to convey 
twelve guineas to him. 


No. LXXVI. 
The widow of a late ingenious. dramatic and po- 
| Hitical writer being left in great diſtreſs, with two 


daughters to ſupport ; it was reſolved, that five gui 
neas be conveyed to her by Dr. Dale. 


No. LXXVI I. 


The author of a well-received anſwer to a work, 
which lately excited a conſiderable degree of atten- 
tion, both among the learned and unlearned, being 
under great affliction and family diſtreſs ; Mr. Ni- 


G_ was 2 to convey ten guineas to him. 
f No. LXXVIII. 


os 
+ 
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No. LXXVIIL | 


The learned i mentioned in caſes No. XXX. 
LI. and LVII. being ftifl' in great diſtreſs, with a 


wife and daughter; it was reſolved, that Mr: Ni- 
chols be requeſted to convey ten guineas t to him. 


No. LXXIX. 
Two guineas were ſent to the lady, mentioned in 
** VI. _ XXVH, through Mr. Nichols. 


DJ, 0 PM No. LXXX. | 
Feb. 16, 1797. The gentleman, whoſe caſe is 
given in No. LXXII. repreſenting himſelf to be in 
a very diſtreſſed ſituation, on the deceaſe of his wife, 
five guineas were deſired to He delivered to him by 
Pp Nichols. 4 | £ 
No. LXXXI. 


Ten guineas were directed to be dehvered by Mr. 
Brooke to the gentleman- whoſe caſe was related in 
No. LXX he ſtill continuing in a very bad ſtate of 


| health, and a ally out of employ. 


| No. LXXXII. 

An Aa ſum of two guineas was given to the 
ingenious foreigner mentioned in No. LXXIV.- to 
provide for his immediate neceſſities: and, at the 
next meeting of the Committee, five guineas more 
were directed to be paid to him; provided it ſhould 
appear to Mr. D. Williams that it would min the 
beneficial purpoſe intended. | 8 


a * - 


No. IXXXIII. 


% 
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No- LXXII. 

March 16, 1797. The diſtreſſed fituation of a 

| lady, daughter of a late unfortunate gentleman, 


being ſtated; it was agreed, that ten pounds ſhould 
be delivered to her, by Lord 8 


5 75 No. LXXXIV. 3 

April 7. The learned tranſlator of ſeveral much- 
eſteemed medical treatiſes from the Greek being in 
great diſtreſs, the ſum of five pounds were directed 
to be given him by Dr. ä 


i , 


No. LXXXV. 


Anil: 20. The ingenious nithor contend in 
No. LXI. was allowed the farther ſum of ten gui- 
neas; Mr. Scott takin "S the — of conyey- 
ing it. 


No. LXXXVI. 
At the ſame time, it was reſolved, that five 
guineas ſhould be delivered, by Dr. Dale, to 


the learned writer mentioned in caſes No. XXX. 
LII. LVII. and LXXVIII; he. ftill remaining in 


very * diſtreſs. 


No. LXXXVII. 


May 18. An induſtrious 8 with a wife 
and three children, editor of a new and improved 
20 of a large and uſeful work, who had reſided 
1 | upwards 
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| upwards of twelve years in England, wiſhing to re- 
tuin to his native country, but being deſtitute of the 
means; it was agreetl, that Mr. D. Williams be de- 
ſired to convey five guineas to 15 to enable him 
to * his deſign into execution. 


No. IXXXVIII 


The gentleman mentioned in No. VII. being un- 
der the neceſſity of returning to his native country 
for a little time, leaving his wife and family in great 
diſtreſs; it was reſolved, that five guineas ſhould be 
allowed towards their ſupport during his abſence; 
Mr. D. Williams undertaking to convey: the money. 


No. LXXIX. 


Relief being again ſolicited by the aged and jearn- 
ed foreigner, whoſe caſe is related in No. LXIV. and 
LXXV; himſelf and family being ſeverely afflicted 
with ſickneſs and want; Captain Morris was deſired | 
to convey five guineas to him. 


No. XC. 
In confideration of the very great diſtreſs of the 
author alluded to in No. LVI. and his family, arifing 


from ſickneſs and poverty; Dr. Dale was defired to 
delivef two. guns to him; 


No. XCI. 
June 15, 1797. The Committee being informed, 
hat the learned and ingenious clergyman , mentioned 
3 C No. 
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No. XXXIX. and LXII. was. till very mach. em- 
barraſſed, the ſale of his principal work not having 
been as yet ſufficiently extenſive to repay the very 
heavy expences unavoidably incurred by its publica- 
tion; it was agreed, that ten guineas mould be de- 
livered to him by Mi. Monro. | 


| WC a No. XCII. . I 
July 6, 1797. Ten guineas were allowed to 
an ingenious Diffenting clergyman in the coun- 
try, far advanced in yeats, author of ſome theo- 
logical tracts; nearly thirty years of whoſe life 
had been ſpent in the education of youth; and who 
had been unexpectedly and undeſervedly deprived of 
an annual income, on which he depended for the 
ſupport of himſelf and family ; and Mr. Lawford 
was deſired to remit the money to him. ; . 


No. XCIII. 


At the ſame time it was determined to allow the 
widow, mentioned in No. XVII. five guineas, 
to be . by Mr. N ichols. 


No. XCIV. 


In conſequence alſo of the diſtreſſed ſituation of 
the gentleman, whoſe caſe was ſtated in No. LXXII. 
and LXXX. ten guineas were ordered for him; Mr. 
Nichols taking the trouble of conveying them. 


No. XCV. 
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No. XCV. | | 
July 19, 1797. Tne Rev. Mr. Bracken was de- 
fired to convey five guineas to an elderly clergy- 
man, lately a chaplain 'in the navy, and author vf 
ſome theological and political tracts; he being af- 


flicted with lameneſs, and in want of common ne- 
ceſſaries. 


No. XCVI. 


Aug. 26. A clergyman, ſerving a ſmall curacy 
in Wales, being reduced to a very deplorable con- 
dition, in conſequence of debts incurred by the pub- 
lication of a theological work, in two volumes; it 
was reſolved, that the ſum of twelve guineas be re- 
mitted to him, through Mr. Dicks, Secretary to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; to whom Mr. Bracken 
was defired to convey it. 


No. XCVII. 
Oct. 19. Ten guineas were directed to be con- 


veyed by Major Gardner to the orphan children of 


a late eminent artiſt, and author of an ingenious 
work : they being but flenderly provided for. 


No. XCVIII. 


A teacher of languages, and author of ſeveral uſe- 
ful works, repreſenting himſelf to be in great diſtreſs, 


with a fick and helpleſs wife; it was reſolved, that 
five . be delivered to him by Dr. Dale. 


C 2 No. XCIX. 
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No. XCIX. 

At the ſame time, three guineas were dire ed 
to. be given by the Rev. D. Williams to the in- 
genious foreigner, mentioned in No. LXXIV. 
and LXXXII. on account of his very diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation. | | 
| No. C. 

It was reſolved, that three guineas be conveyed 


by Mr. Nichols to the widow, whoſe caſe is given 
in No. 18 ſhe being in very great diſtrefs. 


No. CI. 


Five guineas were voted to the learned tranſlator 
mentioned in No. LXXXIV ; he ſtill continuing to 
be much diftrefſed ; and the Rev, D. Williams 


was defired to convey them. 


J No. CII. 


Nov. 16. Five guineas were directed to be given 
by Mr. C. Smith to the wife of the foreigner, whoſe 
caſe is ſtated in No. LXXXVII. to enable her to 
join her huſband in his own country. 


' No. CIII. 


In confideration of the diſtreſs of the learned wri- 
ter mentioned in No. XXX. LII. LVII. LXXVIII. 


and LXXXVI. three guineas were deſired to be con- 


veyed to him by Dr::Dale. < © f 
No. CIV, 


— 
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No. CIV. 
At the ſame time, three guineas were directed to 
be ſent by Dr. Dale to the widow, whoſe caſe is gi- 
ven in No. XL. XLII. LV. and LXXI 


- 


No. CV. 


It was alſo reſolved, that five guineas be conveyed, 
by the Rev. Thomas Bracken, to the elderly clergy- 
man, whoſe ſituation is deſcribed in No. XCV. he 
{till continuing in great diſtreſs, 


N. B. Relief has been extended to twenty-three 
perſons ſince the publication of the above caſes ; 
as may be ſeen by applying to the Regiſtrars, 


Subſcriptions are received by the following Bankers; 
HAMMERSLEY and Co, Pall-Mall. 


 Covirs, Strand. 
" DiwsDALE and Co: Cornhill. 
Ls FEVRE, Cunnizs, YALLOWLETY, and RAIK ES, 
Cornhill. 


"PETER MEeLL1sn, Eſq. 


cl Shadwell. 
By the EIT Rev. Thoms BRACKEN, 


T N® 112, Jermyn-ſtreet, 


Tous DALE, M.D. Union- court, | 
Old Broad- ſtreet, 
Jonx Nichols, Eſq. W REGISTRARS, 
paſſage, Fleet-ſtreet, J 


Mr. OnLrox, Neg, St. George's- place, 


Surrey Side of Black-friers Bridge, } Collector . 


SUB- 


1 8 J 


SUBSCRIBER S. 


N. B. “ prefixed to a name denotes a Subſcriber for life. | 
** denote a Subſcriber for Life by a donation of C. 20, or 
_ upwards; and a ſum affixed to the name denotes a farther 

annual ſubſcription, | 

+ denotes a Member of the Council; V. P. Vice-Preſident 
in Council; and the number of theſe marks the number 
of times he has paſfed through the Vikeqretbionuy; os 
Committee into the Council. 

The reſt are annual ſubſeriptions. 


| | 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. £6 


Lord Viſcount Bulkeley, Stanhope-ſtreet, May Fair 10 10 0 
* Sir Joſeph Andrews, Bart. Knightſbridge, 

* Sir John Sinclair, Bart. M. P. 

** Sir James Bland Burges, Bart. Dartmouth-ſt, Weſtm, 8 
Sir George Leonard Staunton, Bt. Devonſh. - ſt. Portl.-pl. 2 2 
* Thomas Williams, Eſq. M. P. Adelphi-Terrace, 10 10 
Jervoiſe Clarke Jervoiſe, Eſq. M. P. Hanover - ſquare, 2 2 
* Richard Joſeph Sullivan, Eſq. Grafton- ſtreet, 
Mr. Alderman Boydell, Cheapſide, N . 
* William Salte, Eſq. Poultry. 

* William Weller Pepys, Eſq. Wimpole-ſtreet . 
** John Symmons, Eſq. Paddington-houſe. 
Alexander Johnſon, M. D. 


| COUNCIL. 
+ Samuel Birch, Eſq. Cornhill, 8 
+ Mr. Edward Brooke, Brompton- row, . 
+ W. T. Fitzgerald, Eſq. Noe 19, Upper Seymour-ſt. 
+ Major Gardner, N* 32, Bryanſtone-ſtreet ' 
t Rev. John Gardnor, Batterſea, 6 
C 4 
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+ John Gray, LL. D. Somerſet-place, A 


1 
1 John Griffin, Eſq. Steward - ſtreet, Spital- fields, "2 +3 © 
+ Thomas Hooper, Eſq. Pantygoitre, Monmouthſhire, 2 2 © 
+ Robert Mitchell, Eſq. Ne 72, Newman\ſtreet = 2 2 © 
+ Arthur Murphy, Eſq. Hammerſmith-terrace, 11 @ 
1“ George Ranking, Eſq. Highgate. | 
+ J. F. Rigaud, R. A. Ne 71, Great Titchfield-freet, 1 1 © 
+ Charles Smith, Eſq. No 2, James-ſtreet, Adelphi, 1 1 0: 
+ John T. Sede Eſq. Gracechurch - ſtreet, e 
+ Rev. Joſeph Warton, D. D. Wincheſter - 3 
+ Caleb Whitefqord, Eſq. No 2, James-ſtreet, * 2 2 0 
+ Rev. David Williams, Brompton-row, & * 
COMMITTEE. | 
James Anderſon, LL. D. Hammerſmith, 11 © 
M. P. Andrews, Eſq. M. P. N* 21, Gower-ſtreet, 1 1 © 
William n Eſq. No 83, Baker: ſt. Portman-ſq. 1 1 © 
W. H. Douce, Eſq. Fenchurch - ſtreet, , 1 
Governor Franklin, No. 87, Norton · ſireet "MY 7 
Major Gamble, Suffolk-Hreet, Middleſex Hoſpital, 1 FM 
John Golling, Eſq. Fitzroy-ftreet, Fitzroy-ſquare, 11 © 
Henry Gregg, Eſq. Bedford-fquare, — 2 3 © 
* Paſcoe Grenfell, Eſq. Spring Gardens. £ 
W. L. Hughes, Efq. Kinmel-park; St. Aſaph, 2 2 © 
* Robert Jameſon, Eſq. Ironmonger-lane, | 
Sawvel Lawford, Eſq, Peckham, . „„ 
Charles Mopro, Eſq. . - . Foo uy. 
George Pearſon, M. D. Leiceſter-fields  » 1 1 © 
H. J. Pye, Eſq- James-ſtreer, Buckingham-gate FL 
John Reeves, Eſq. Cecil-ſtreet, Strand, 1 0 
William Sotheby, Eſq. Seymour-place, | RM 
Charles Symmon:, D. D. Upper James-ſir. Weſtminſt, 1 1 0 
Owen Williams, E iq. M. P. Marloy-place, Bucks, 5 | 5 © 
George Wilſon, Eſq. N- 15, Bedford-ſtr, Covent- garden 2 2 © 
Rer. Richard Yates, Cots college, 1 121 


by 
E 
8 
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TREASURERS. 


4 Rev. T. Bracken, No 11 2, Jermyn-ſtreet, 
Peter Melliſh, Eſq, Shadwell, Og - 


- REGISTRARS, 


Thomas Dale, M. D. Union-court, Old Broad-ſtreet, 


* * Nichols, Eſq. Red - Lion - paſſage, Fleet · ſtreet. 
OTHER SUBSCRIBERS. 


** Right Hon. Earl Moira, No. 23, St. James's Place. 


** Lord Viſcount Dudley and Ward, Park-lane. 
Andrew. Allen, Eſq. - ef X 


John Anſtey, Eſq. No 47, Glouceſter-place, Portman-ſq. 


Col. Arabin, Ne 2, George-ſt, Mancheſter-ſq. 


Rev. Mr. Armſtrong, - . > 
„ John Aſhley, Eſq. Pimlico. 
Heary Baldwin, Eſq. Kingſton - HATE 


Charles Baldwin, Efq. New Bridge-ſtreet, Black Friert 


Matthew Baillie, M. D. Great Windmill. ſtreet, 


John Balfour, Eſq. Curzon- ſtreete, . 
George Barber, Eſq. Buſhey, Herts 85 '- 
John rber, Eſq. - . 8 


George Barclay, Eſq. Burford - lodge, near Dorking, 
James Barnes, Eſq. Lanſdown- place, Queen- ſquare 
Denham Barons, Eſq. Clapham, . 

John Beaumont, Eſq. Villers-ſtreet, Strand, 
Thomas Beddoes, M. D. Clifton, near Briſtol, 
Adam Bell, Eſq. Deptford,' . 5 
C. Bellew, Efq. No. 17, Mitre-court, Temple, 
John Bellamy, Jun. Eſq. Old Palace-yard . 
Rev. William Beloe, Great James-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
James Bellis, Eſq. St. Peterſburg, - 
——— Bevjafield, Eſq. Ne 34, Parliament-ſtreet, 


Joſeph Beowell, Eſq. Batterſea, * * 


Mr. William Bignell, Bank, = . 
William Blackburn, M. D. Spring-gardens, 2 
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George Blackſhaw, Eſq. Donnington, - 
Alexander Blair, Eſq. Iſleworth TY 2 uh 
Colonel Blair, Stratford-ftreet, — 
John Bliſs, Eſq. Hampſtead, - - 
Thomas Blunt, Eſq. Cornhill, or” 
Walter Borrowes, Eſq. Billiter-ſquare, - 


George Boſcawen, Eſq. St. Peter's, near Sandwich, 
William Boſville, Eſq. No 76, Welbeck-ft. Cavendiſn · q. 
Thomas Bourke, Eſq. Ne 38, Bedford-ſquare, 
Robert Allen Boyd, Eſq. N* 4, Tokenhouſe-yard, 
John Bredell, Eſq, White-row, Spital-fields, 


Timothy Brent, Eſq. Pall- mall, . - 


Mr. Bridel, High-ftreet, Stoke 1 
Miſs Brown, Camberwell, 


* James Brown, Eſq. St. Alban's. 


95 
* 


Governor Bruce, — — * 
* Joſeph Budworth, Eſq. Moulſey Hurſt, 

Pr. Burney, ſen. Chelſea- college, . 
* Charles Burney, LL, D. Greenwich. 

John Buxton, Eſq. Highbury-place » 


Rev. Mr. Byam, Itchin, near Southampton, 

Mr. Alderman Cadell; Bloomſbury- place 
Mr. William Capper, Cheapſide, © 

Thomas Carter, Eſq. Sloane-ſireet, - 

Sir Andrew Cathcart, Scotland, "3 SP « 
Colonel Chalmers, No 6, Paradiſe-row, Chelſea, 
John Chapman, Eſq. Ne 38, Mincing-lane, 

William Chinnery, Eſq. Ne 39, Mortimer-ſtreet, 
Rev. T. Clarke, No 6, Great Quebec-ſtr. Portman- q. 
Pitt Cobbet, Eſq. No 13, Maiden-lane, 5 


Lieut.-Col. Coghlan, 82d reg. No 18, Old Bond-ſtreet, | 


B. C. Collins, Eſq. Saliſbury, N . 
W. Combes, Eſq. Henley, Oxfordſhire, - . 
George, Cowie, Eſq. Bury-court, St. Mary-axe, 


Rev. A. Crombie, LL. D. d rs Higbgate, 
Mr. Cuell, Bank, — 
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- ' Thaac Currie, Eſq. Ne 29, Cornkill, * 
William Currie, Eſq. M. P. Great George-ſtr, welkm. 
John Dawes, Eſq. Ne 39, Pall-mall, —_—_ 
Sir John Day, Richmond , 2 
Matthew Deane, Eſq. ** 
Mr. John Debrett, Piccadilly, wet — 
Thomas Deighton, Eſq, Ne 4, Cateaton- ſtreet, 
James Dick, Eſq. Artillery-place, — 
Jeremiah Dick, Eſq. King- ſtreet, Cheapſide, 
Charles Dickaſon, Eſq. Warren-ftreet, — 
- Mrs. Difney, Sloane- ſtreet, . . 
I. D'Iſraeli, Eſq. - 
Peter Dollond, Eſq. Stamford-ſtrezt, Blackfriars 
H. Donaldſon, Eſq. jun. Whitehall ok 
John Doughty, Eſq. Aldermanbury, - 
Hugh Downman, M. D. Exeter 
Thomas Drought, Eſq. Droughtville, King's-co. yy 
William Duncan, Eſq. Philpot-lane, . 
Chriſtopher Dunkin, Eſq. Horſleydown, > 
Sir James Durno, His Majeſty's Conſul at Memel, 


- 4 


* 


Mr. George Dyer, Clifford's-Inn, - 

Right Honourable Lord Eardley, Arlington- Fra 
Mr. Edwards, Pall-mall, - © 

Mr. Thomas Egerton, Charing Croſs, - - 
William Ellis, Eſq. M. P. No , St. James's-place, 
Mr. Peter Elmily, Strand, * F 

G. H. Errington, Eiq. - "5 - 
John Eyles, Eſq. Warden of the Fleet, . 
Earl of Fife, Scotland-yard, - - 
Evan Foulkes, Eſq. Southampton-ſtreet, Covent-garden 
Jacob Franco, Eſq, . Gerard's-croſs, Bucks 

Francis Freeling, Eſq. Poſt Office — 0 
Edward Fryer, M. D. Ne 56, Newman: ſtreet, 
George Gable, Eſq. Lincoln's-inn, - 


Maxwell Garthſhore,. M. D. St. Martin's- lane, 
John Gifford, Eſq. Walnut tree - walk, Lambeth, 
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William Gillies, Eſq. Caroline-ſtreet, Bedford- w—_ I 
Mrs. Gines, Chelſea, = — I 
Joyce Gold, Eſq. Crane-court, Fleet-ſtreet, . 1 
George Gordon, Eſq. Clement's-inn - = 1 
Francis Goſling, Eſq. Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, | I 
William Goſling, Eq. Somerſet - place, I 
—— Gourlay, Eſq. No 4, Prince's-ſt. Leiceſter- fields 1 
William Grant, Eſq. Portſmouth, r 
James Greene, Eſq. Llanſanfride, Monmouthſhire, 2 


W. Grenfell, Eſq. Ne 1 2, Caſtle Baynard, Upper Thames-ſt. r 
George Grenfell, Eſq. Ditto, 1 x 
John Greofell, Eſq. Ditto, - I 
J. Grenville, Eſq. No. 4, Stafford-row, 5 I 
Benjamin Griffin, Eſq. Beauchamp-ſtreet, — I 
John Half hide, Eſq. Merton, Surrey, ow I 
John Hancock, Eſq. Nottingham, 5 1 
Francis Hargrave, Eſq. Boſwell- court, — I 
Rev. Evan Harris, Slaane-ſtreet, Knightſbridge, I 
Thomas Harris, Eſq. Covent-Garden Theatre, I 


William Hawes, M. D. Spital- ſquare. 

Thomas Hawkeſley, Eſq. Nottingham 
John Heaviſide, Eq. Great George-ftrect, Hanover · . 
John Heriot, Eſq. Catharine- ſtreet, SES: 
Anthony Highmore, Eſq. Bury-court, St. Mary-axe, 
Sir John Coxe Hippeſley, Bart. Curzon - ſtreee, 

Jobn Holland, Eſq. Lamb's-conduit-ſtreet, — 
Thomas Brand Hollis, Eſq. Cheſterfield-ſt. May Fair, 
John Joſeph Holman, Eſq. Ne 73, Neu- ſt. Hanover · q · 
John Holmes, Eſq. Batterſea, — — 

John Hoole, Eq. Preſton, near Brighton, 
Rev. William Hooper, B. D. Uni verſity - college, oxſord 
Mr. Hopkinſon, Bank, - . - 
John Hoppner, R. A. Charles, ſtreet, gt. James's-ſquare 
Mrs. Howard, Great Ormond-ſtreet, | 

* Michael Hoy, Eiq. New City-chambers, 

Rev. Dr. Hughey, Jeſus-college, Oxford,  « 
Henry Hughs, Eſq. King's Road, Bedford-row, 2 
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James Hughes, Eſq. Southampton-buildings, + 


þ 
Rev. Henry Hunter, D. D. Hoxton, . 1 
Geo. Jeftery, Eſq. Throgmorton-ſtreet, 2 
Thomas Jepſon, Eſq. Camberwell, - I 
John Johnſon, Eſq. Ne 6, Stepney Cauſeway, 1 
Richard Johnſon, Eſq. Stratford- Place, — 2 
William Jones, Eſq. Marſhal of the King's Bench 2 
Edward Jones, Eſq. Wepré Hall, Flintſhire, - 2 
Stephen Jones, Eſq. Ne 32, Fleer-ſtreet, — I 
Andrew Jordaine, Eſq. Great George-ſtreet, Weſtmiaſter, I 
Mrs. Kennett, Ne 15, Mariborough-ſtreet,  - 2 
Meſſrs. Lackington and Co. Finſbury-ſquare, I 
Thomas Lawford, Eſq. Peckham, . I 
Thomas Leach, Eſq. Hampſtead = 7 * I 
John Latham, Efq. Deal, Kent, * x 
William Leighton, Eſq. Charlton, Kent, wok 
John Coakley Lettfom, M. D. Baſinghall- ſtreee, 1 
Major Lethbridge, No 17, Suffolk-ſtreet, Charing-croſs, 1 
Capt. Thomas Lloyd, Cilgwynne, Cardiganthire, 2 


Capel Lofft, Eſq. Troſton-hall, near Bury St. Edmund's, 1 


Thomas Norton Longman, Eſq. Paternoſter-row, I 
R. W. Lytton, Eſq. No 52, Charlotte-ſt. Portland- place t 
M. (Miſs E.) No. 4. Upper Fitzroy-ſtreet, 1 
E. L. M*Murdo, Eſq. Old Ford, . . 2 
Martin Madan, Eſq. Buſhey, Herts, Ls 1 
James Mainſtone, Eſq. Eſſex-ſtreet, 9 I 
B. H. Malkin, Eſq. Hackney, — 1 
James Martin, Eſq. M. P. Downing-ſtreet, . 2 
Mr. Maſcal, Milk-ſtreet, Cheapſide, 0 I 
Kender Maſon, Eſq. Amerſham-common, Bucks, I 
Miſs Eliza Mauleverer, by A. Scott, Eſq. - 1 

. Lieut. General Melville, Brewer-ſtreet, Golden-ſquare, 2 

Rev. Louis Mercier, Church-ſtreet, Spital Fields, I 
Langford Millington, Eſq. Berner's-ſtreet I 
John Miller, Eſq. Carey-ſtreet, . I 
Thomas Morris, Eſq. Ne 1, Qseen · ftr Edgware-road, T 
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Rev. Robert Nares, Britiſh Muſeum, | toe 1 £ 
Lord Newark, No 1 7, Great Suffolk-ftr. Charing-crofs. 
George Nicol, Eſq. Bookſeller to his Majeſty, „ 
Mr. Nixon, Ne 5, Baſinghall- ſtreet, . . 
William Noble, Eſq. Ne 49, Pall-mall, . 
Mrs. Norman, Charlotte-itreet, 1 
William Norris, Eſq. Old Jewry, . 
Thomas Northmore, Eſq. Cleve-houſe, near Exeter, 
Arthur Onflow, Eſq. Ne 5, Eſſex-court, Temple, 
John Oſborn, Eſq. — 39 
John Palmer, Eſq. Bat, = 6 
Mr. Samuel Parker, Fleet-ſtreet, = . 
Samuel Parſons, Eſq- London: ſtr. Tovekhus-courtirodd 
Mr. John Parſons, Sheffield, a. gt 43 
Rev. Laurence Panting, Lambeth-terrace,  - + = 
Mr. Thomas Payne, Mews-gate, EIS + 
James Perry, Eſq. Strand, - > 4 
Mr. R. Phillips, Ne 77, St. Paul's church. yard 
Thomas Pinkerton, Eſq. Eaſt Smithfield, - 
Joſeph Planta, Eſq. Sec. R. S. Britiſh — 

#* Thomas Plumer, Eſq. Lincoln's- inn, or Up. Guildf.-ſt, 
Thomas Plummer, Eſq. Fenchurch-ſtreet, 
Alexander Pope, Eſq. Half-moon-ftreet, - 
Robert Pott, Eſq. Borough, - - 
Thomas Powell, Eſq. Tottenham, — — 
bn Prentice, Eſq, Ipſwich, . 

John Preſtwidge, Eſq. No. 30, Mincing-lane, 

D. H. Pugh, Eſq. Greenhill, near Llandilo, Caermarthenſh. 
Rev. Matthew Raine, D. D. Ne 15, Charterhouſe-ſq. 
Colonel Ramſay, Ne 62, Wimpole-ftreet, — 
Mr. Jofeph Ranking, Cheapfide, . 
Thomas Rictrardſon, Eſq. Ne 9, Gray” 5-inn-ſquare, 
John Riſdon, Eſq. Peckham, — 4. 
Dr. Robertſon, Bath we 4 
John Rogers, Eſq. Bank, — - - 
John Rogers, Eſq. Maze-hill, Greenwich, +» 
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Thomas Rolph, Eſq. Peckham, , |» 1 
George Roſe, Eſq. .Stratford, . 6 1 
Mr. J. T. Rutt, Ne 239, Upper Thames -reee, 1 
Sir R. Saluſbury, Bart. M. P. Llanwerne, e 1 
Rev. T. Sampſon, Clapham, | — — TY 
Lieut. Col. Schaw,. near A” - 1 1 
School of Eloquen ce, . - 8 17 


Alexander Scott, Eſq. Gen Suffolke-ftr Charing-croſs, 2 2 


Major Waring Scott, M. P. Bromley, Kent. 


Richard Sharp, Eſq. Ne 6, Fiſn-ſtreet- hill, 


1 
Benjamin Shaw, Eſq. London Bridge, 1 
Charles Shepherd, Eſq. John-ſtreet, Bedford-row, - 1 
William Shepherd, Eſq. Layton, Eſſex, N 
George Sheppard, Eſq. Taunton, Somerſetſhire, * 
Mr. Simpſon, No 105, Cheapfide, ts Ba 
Captain Skinner, Na 8, Palace-ſreet, Pimlico, I 

George Smith, Eſq. Saville-row, —_— 1 
Robert Smith, Eſq. Richmond Hill, af 7's * 
William Spencer, Eſq. Curzon-ftreet, =» 1 
Francis Stephens, Eſq. Ealing; Middleſex, - I 
A. Stephens, Eſq. Ne 12, South-r. Queen's Elm, Chelſea, 1 
R. Steuart, Eſq. Ne 12, Arundel-ſtreet, * 1 
Mr. Stevens, Charterhouſe-ſquare, 1 I 
J. P. Street, Eſq. Mark-lane, - 6 I 

Captain Strover, Dalſton, _ 3 
John Sullivan, Eſq. Cheſterfield-ſtreet, May-fair, I 
J. Swainſon, Eſq. Frith-ſtreet, Soho, a 2 
W. Taylor, Eſꝗ. No 54, Terrace, High-ſt. Mary-le-bonne, 1 

John Temple, Eſq. Stonehouſe, near ar Plymouth wo 
Rev. G. A. Thomas, — 5 — 4 
Rev. Archer Thompſon, — £ 5 
William Tidd, Eſq. Ne 7, King's Bench-walk, Temple, Þ 
Rev. Leonard Towne, N- 59, Edgeware-road, 1 | 
Francis Twiſſe, Eſq. Tichfield-ſtreet, — **. 


Charles Tweedie, Eſq. Navy Pay- office, Somerſet- place, 1 
1 
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Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, Mare-ſireet, Hackney, 


| Sayer Walker, M. D. Charterhouſe - ſquare, 


* Rev. Samuel White, Hampſtead, F 


John Willock, Eſq. Golden - ſquare, WEST ST wp 
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b Ix Es WRITTEN AND RECITED BY THE ELDER 
CAPTAIN MORRIS, AT THE CROWN AND ANCHOR 
IN 1794, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 


THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE LITERARY FUND. 


Ys friends of genius, friends of human kind, 


Who ftill the throbbings of the wounded mind, 


Ye little flock, ſelected from the crowd, 

The ſtern, the vain, the thoughtleſs, and the proudg 
To Pity s humble ſhrine your off rings bring; R 
Afflicted Genius is a ſacred thing: 

You ſuffer with the man of ſtudious mood, 

Who ſtarves by labours for the public good; 
Whoſe wiſdom forms us, and whoſe magic pen 
Softens our hearts, and tames us into men. 
Rouſe, Sons of Wealth, whom Heaven in anger ſeesg 
Stretch'd on your ſofas, in the pomp of eale ; 

Who mark the Poet's or Hiſtorian's art, 


And praiſe the truths that never reach your heart, 
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Who read an author as you quaff champaign, 
To warm the frozen blood, and fire the brain ; E 


And, while the flights of genius you admire, 


View the ſcorn'd owner in a jail expire, 

Or, like poor Chatterton, reſign his breath, 
Sclf-murder'd, to preclude a ling'ring death. 
Rouſe, Sons of Wealth, when Pity calls, and find 
How woes of ſympathy exalt the mind; 

How oft, by ſmall relief in feaſon giv'n, 

We build in Sorrow's breaft a little Heav'n: 

And who, when ſuch ſublime effects are known, 


Who but muſt feel it riſing in his own ? 


LINES WRITTEN AND RECITED BY THE ELDER 
CAPTAIN MORRIS, AT THE LONDON TAVERN, 
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 21, 1795. 


FROM this lov'd board, unſullied with exceſs, 


| Grac'd by the friends of Genius in diſtreſs, 


One eve retiring, and unus'd to roam, 
I ſought my filent, ſolitary home: 


E There penſive ſat; and, as I chanc'd to doze, 


The world of ſpirits to my fancy roſe ; 
I faw, imboſom'd in Elyſian bow'rs, 
That bore rich fruits and ever-blooming flowirs, 
6 Deep 


— 
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Deep in the vale of letters, far apart, 
»Thoſe Wits, who periſh'd by a broken heart. 
There, underneath a myrtle's fragrant ſhade, 
The love-fick Otway at his caſe was laid: 

Skill'd from ſoft boſoms to' call forth the figh, 

And draw the pearly drop from Beauty's eye. 

But what avail'd the poet's tragic art 

To pleaſe the fancy, or to melt the heart? 

If loud applauſe by men of taſte was giv'n, 
They kindly left him to the care of Heav'n. 
Cloſe by 4 ſweet-brier, Humour's fay'rite child, 
The laughter-loving Butler loll'd and ſmil'd: 
His merry king could all his wit repeat; 

But, in his mirth, forgot that bards muſt eat. 
Stretch'd in the ſhadow of an aged yew, 
The form of famiſh'd Spenſer caught my view ; 
Sweet ſhade, I cried, to genius ever dear ! 

K Curſt be thoſe iron hearts that drove thee here: 

But thou, long ſince remov'd from earthly woe, 

Shar'ſt joys immortal in the realms below; _ 

Nor canſt thou need, among th' unbodied dead, 

Thy cup of water, and thy ſcrap of bread. 

On ſcatter'd roſes Plato's child reclin'd, 

Poor Syd'nham, once the pride of human kind ; 
Whoſe depth of ſcience all the learn'd approv'd ; 
Whom ev'ry Son of Virtue ſought and lov'd : 
While this meek ſoul, unfit to buſtle here, 
Dwelt with his maſter in the higheſt ſphere, 
Preſs'd for a paltry debt, yet loath to crave, 
Deſpair and honour ſunk him to the grave : 


ep | D 2 | More 
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More than one tongue the mournful tale can tell 
How Syd'nham languiſh'd, and how Syd'nham fell. 
His ſhade it was that ſpread the joyful] news 

Of this Society's propitious views; 

Unuſual rapture ſeiz d the ſpectre throng; 
They ſang; and this the burden of the ſong : 
The reign of Britiſh cruelty is o'er, 

* And ſtarving authors curſe the land no more.” 
Twas Syd'nham's fate that mov'd each gentler breaſt 
To tend'reft ſympathy with worth diſtreſt; 


Jo plead the cauſe of ſelf. devoted men, 


And fave from death the martyrs of the pem 
Let us then execute what Pity plann'd ; 

And Bounty and Good-will go hand in hand. 
"Tis ours the hermit in his cell to find, | 


Neglecting body, and exalting mind; 


The ſpeculative ſage, the man of books, 
Whom Folly ſcorns, and Splendour overlooks ; 
"Tis ours to ſnatch, . from ruin and diſgrace 
The moſt forlorn, moſt helpleſs of our race. 
Then, O! perfiſt in what you 've well begun; 
Perſiſt with ardour till the work be done : 

Your gen'rous efforts ſhall at length ſucceed ; 
And nations, yet unborn, applaud the deed. 
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ODE FOR THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING or THE 


SUBSCRIBERS TO THE LITERARY FUND, 1795. 


BY WILLIAM BOSCAWEN “*, ESd. 


J. 


VE facred Bards of elder time, 
Whoſe genius breath'd celeſtial fire ! 
Whoſe heartfelt rapture ſoar'd in ſongs ſublime, 
Whoſe magic fingers ſwept the ſounding lyre ! 
Who, proud th' heroic chief to crown, 
Wove the bright chaplet of renown, 
Or told in ſoft and melting ftrains 
The fond deſpairing lover's pains, 
Or with your animating breath 
Kindled the patriot's gen'rous zeal, 
And bade him for his country's weal 
Brave the ſtern tyrant's power, and ſmile in death! 


II. 
Bleft ſpirits ! from your ſtarry ſpheres, 
Where, clad in robes of ſapphire hue, 
Ye ſit enthron'd, oh deign to view 
This flow of ſympathy divine, 
This ſocial homage to the Nine, 
Which ſweet Benevolence endears ! 


* Author of a Tranſlation of Horace in Engliſh verſe, 


"2 3 And, 


Wich memory of each glorious deed 


Snatch'd from Oblivion's power, and ſtamp' 0 with 


* See the account of the Minſtrel Demodocus in the Eighth 
Odyfley. 


074 


Her genuine ſong, and Heav'n-born Genius reign ! 


\ | 
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And, whilft the voice of Pity floats 
In ſoft, melodious, thrilling notes, 
Wake Inſpiration's loftier ſtrain ! 
Wake the bright hopes of happier days, 
When Poetry again ſhall raiſe 


III. 


Oh, mark the glories of that age - 
Which lives in Homer's matchleſs page! 
When kings, when heroes, could admire 
The glowing verſe, th' enraptur'd lyre ! 

* High on a throne of filyer plac'd, 
Their feſtive halls the poet grac'd ; 

And when he tower'd on Fancy's wing, - 
And when his touch awak'd the ſtring, 
What ſympathetic hearts around 

Beat to th' inſpiring martial ſound! 
Again he bade the battle bleed, 

Pgur'd vengeance. on th aftoniſh'd fae, 


Kindled extatic Valour's glow ! 

Fach warrior chief with fond regard 
Cheriſh'd the ſoul-inſpiring bard : 

Each felt, with tranſport felt, his name, 


deathleſs fame. 


IV. Speak, 


POETICAL CON TRIBUTIONS. 
Speak, gentle Muſe, thy conſcious pride, 
Record the trophies of thy ſway, 
When, with impetuous foaming tide, 
The mighty Theban's deep-ton'd lay 
Ruſh'd, as a torrent from the mountain's fide { 
Th' Olympic Champion's far-fam'd deeds, 
The hardy wreſtler and victorious ſteeds, 
His verſe adorn'd with bright renown 
Beyond the ſtatue, or the laurel crown. 
At ſolemn feaſts he ſhar'd 
The ſacred portion for the gods prepar'd. 
In after-ages lov'd, ador'd, 
* His awful name 
Alone could ſtay the hoſtile flame, 
Quell the fierce victor's rage, avert his vengeful 
{word. 


\ ; 


V. : 


What triumphs, Queen of Song, were thine, 
When Rome, in boundleſs rule enthron'd, 
Proud Rome, thy gentle empire own'd ; 
Own'd the mild luſtre of thy charms, 
Refign'd for peaceful arts her arms, 

And lov'd thy ſons, ador'd thy ſhrine ! 
The imperial maſter of mankind, 
To ſoft Humanity refin d., 


* Alluding to the ſtory of Alexander having, on the ſack of 
Thebes, ſparad the houſe in which Pindar had lived. 
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Hear 
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Heard the majeſtic Mantuan lay, 
Delighted heard the Auſonian lyre 

Mild councils breathe, juſt deeds inſpire, 
And felt the Mule's pow'r that harmoniz d his ſway ! 


VI, | 

Say, Britain, when in days of yore, 

Thuy ſons 'gainft Rome's invading band 
Stood dauntleſs on thy ſea-girt ſhore, 
Stern guardians of their native land, 
And on the deep-wedg'd ranks of war, 
Impetuous whirl'd the ſcythed car, 
What pow'r their gen'rous valour fir'd ? 
The bard, the patriot bard, inſpir'd ! 

From oak-crown'd glades, 

: From myſtic ſhades, 

Where late he chaunted meek Religion's ſtrain, 

Avenger of his country's wrongs, 

With harp attun'd to martial ſongs, . 
He ruſh'd indignant to th' embattled plain! 
Nor leſs his voice, midſt factious Rage, 

Could Diſcord, baleful fiend, aſſuage, 

The warrior's maddening ſteel arreſt, 

And ſoothe to peace his ſavage breaſt. 
 ?Faught by his lore in ſocial bands to join, 

All lov'd the gentle bard, all bleſs'd the ſong divine. 


# Vos lene conſilium et datis, et dato 
Gaudetis almæ. Hor. 3 Od. iv. 41. 


Horace is ſuppoſed to have written this, and other paſſages of 


his works, with a view of ſoftening the character of Auguſtus. 
VII. But 
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5 | 3 
But where, ah where! in later days, 
The bright reward, the gen'rous praiſe, 
That once adorn'd the tuneful train? 
The reverence genius could command, 
When, cheriſh'd by a grateful land, 
It pour'd a free and virtuous ſtrain ? 
Far from the manſions of the great, 
Where Pride maintains her ſullen ſtate, 


Where, ſunk in eaſe, unfeeling Luxury lies, 


Repell'd, the Muſe's offspring flies. 

What fiends attend his ſteps forlorn ! 

Gaunt Poverty, with feeble cries, 

And wan Diſeaſe, and taunting Scorn : 
Theſe, theſe, arreſt each bolder flight : . 
Or, ſhould his fancy nobly dare, 

Baſe Avarice ſtints the hard-earn'd mite, 


Drive him once more to want, and bids him claſp 


Deſpair, 


VIII. 
Behold in Miſery's drear abode 


* A care-worn wretch expire! 
"Tis he! the bard whoſe fancy glow'd 


With ſoft yet n fire; 


* Whether Otway was /terally ſtarved to death is not certainly 
known : but it ſeems quite certain that he died in conſequence 
of his * Of the fate of Chatterton there is no doubt. 


Who, 
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Who, in the tend'reſt notes of woe, 

Bade Belvidera's ſorrows flow ; / 

W hoſe powerful Muſe, beyond controul, 
Could wring, could agonize the ſoul! 
And mark that youth with aſpect wild ! 
Chill Penury's devoted child, 

Who, feigning a rude antique ſtrain, 
Woo'd Fortune's ſmiles, but woo'd in vain. 
Abſorb' d in deep deſpair he lies! | 
He pines, he ſinks, he dies! 

IIl- fated youth! with foſtering ray 
Had kind Protection bleſs'd thy lay, 
And taught the path to well-earn'd fame, 
Britain perchance had gloried in thy name, 
Had hail'd thee proſperous and renown'd, 


By every Muſe 1nſpir'd, with ev'ry virtue crown'd. 


| IX. 
Ah then, celeſtial Muſe, deſcend ! 
The glories of thy reign renew: 
Bright Honour's ſource, fair Virtue's friend, 
Smile on the liberal choſen few ! 
Congenial hearts alike inſpire - 
Thy genuine ſons to cheriſh and admire ; | 
Exalt thy yot'ry's purer mind a 
Above the vulgar joys that charm mankind: 
Awake the ſympathetic glow ! 
Bid the rich ſtream of Bounty flow ! 
Again bid drooping genius riſe, 


* its long-loſt rights, and claim its native ſkies! 


LINES 
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LINES WRITTEN AND RECITED BY THE EL DER 
CAPTAIN MORRIS, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING AT 


THE FREEMASONS' TAVERN, MAY 12, 1796. 


To footh the needy Sage in Sorrow's bed, 

Or child, or widow, of the learned dead, 
Thence this humane Society began, 

Guardian of genius, and the friend of man. 

No narrow views with charity we mix'd ; 

Our love was gen'ral; and our law was fix d 
Fix'd to relieve whoever had a claim; 
Whate'er his politics, his right the ſame ; 

Nor on his frailties ſought we to deſcant, 

No'; all mankind have merit when in want. 
Yet Prejudice has blam'd this quiet band, 
Theſe mild affociates that adorn the land. 

That lib'ral views are miſconceiv'd we grieve ; 
Tis human weakneſs lightly to believe. 

All party- ſpirit from our thoughts we caft ; 

We claim but juſtice, and forget the paſt. 
Why may not love from ill-opigion grow ? 

No friend can equal a converted foe. 

The more miſtaken minds our acts ſhall blame, 
The more this gen'rous troop ſhall riſe to fame. 
As when thick miſts the Sun's effulgence hide, 
And roll and blacken o'er the mountain's ſide, 
| | The 
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The ſhepherd, conſcious of the ſolar pow'r, 
Eyes the red orb advancing to his bow'r, 
Convinc'd. his ſplendours are prepar'd to riſe, 
Borſt through the gloom, and blaze along the ſkies : 
So the rapt Bard beholds, with joy divine, 
This lov'd Society in glory ſhine ; 
And, while Suſpicion ſeeks to cloud her day, 
Perceives the miſts of Error glide away; 
Sees Charity on learned labours ſmile, 
And Wiſdom's rays illuminate our ifle. | 
In vain complaints are made of favour ſhewn 
| To thoſe in learned circles ſcarcely known; 
"Twas ſoft Humanity deplor'd their fate, 
The graceful virtue of our infant ſtate ; 
Tn rigour feeble, in compaſſion ſtrong ; 
Through error wiſe, and charitably wrong. 

If once I fear'd our diſſolution near, 
And urg'd your gen'rous hearts to perſevere, 
Thoſe fears are calm'd ; the faireſt proſpects riſe, 
And tears of ſympathy fill Pity's eyes : 
The ſons of Opulence, who forward preſs, 
Rous'd by the cries of Genius in diftreſs, 
Admire what men of little wealth have done, 
And joy to ſhare thoſe honours we have won. 
Rejoice, then, Friends of Genius, Friends of Man, 
At length we proſper, and complete our plan: 
Our bark is launch'd; I ſee her ſafely ride; 
Propitious is the gale, and ſmooth the tide ; 
The wave ſhall kiſs her fide, the zephyr play, 
And ſhouts of triumph hail her on her way 


J 


ODE 
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DE RECITED AT THE (ANNIVERSARY MEETING 


IN 1796. 


BY WILLIAM BOSCAWEN, ESQ, 


Hexcs, baſe inglorious Paſſions ] hence 
The Thirſt of Gain, the Luſt of Pow'r ! 
To thee, divine Benevulence, 7 
We conſecrate the ſocial hour! 
And, while the circling glaſs imparts 
New fire to melt obdurate hearts, 
Bid Sympathy, by Taſte refin'd, 
Expand and purify the mind; = 
Bid her attend the thrilling ftrains 
When Genius ſpeaks its heart-felt pains, 
And waft them to the ſacred ſhrine, 
By lib ral Pity rear'd, and cheriſh'd by the Nine! 


A. 


Fark tis the Muſe's well-known voice ; 
Heard ye the glad triumphant ſong? 
She bids her gentle choir rejoice, 
r And thus with rapture fires the throng : 
„ Riſe, ye who claim my guardian care, 
_ *« Riſe from the ſlumber of deſpair ! 


R 1 
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6e 'To dry your tears, to chaſe your woes, 

With new-born zeal Britannia glows; 

« At length her gen'rous ſons proclaim 

That Want no more attends on Fame; 

ce At length a dawn of happier days 

« Beams on your riſing hope, and animates your 
6 lays!” 


4 . 


I. 3. 
Behold! at Fancy's call, a radiant train 
In lovely majeſty appear; 
And, while Compaſſion lends her ear, 
With tender grief and fond regret complain 
How Genius, fated to abide | 
The frowns of Fortune, ſcoffs of Pride, 
Long ſtrove in vain Life's adverſe ſtorms to brave ; ;. 
Long felt, unheeded and forlorn, 
Sharp Penury, relentleſs Scorn, 
And found its laſt beſt refuge in the grave : 
While thoughtleſs Wealth o'erlook'd its pains, 
Or ruthleſs A rice watch'd to ſeizè the ſlender gains. 


II. 1. 


What graceful Nymph, with look benign, 
Firſt pleads for Worth by want oppreſs'd? 
Sweet Poetry, with notes divine, 
Awakes the gen'rous feeling breaſt : 
The Bard,” ſhe cries, whoſe Muſe ſublime 
„ Oferleap'd the bounds of Space and Time, 
66 Whoz: 


Fix in your virtuous breaſts her adamantine 
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„Who, feeble, poor, bereft of fight, 

„ Cheer'd with my ray the gloom of night, 

«© What meed, alas ! did he obtain 

For raptur'd Fancy's nobleſt ſtrain ; 

The ſacred ſong, th' inſpiring page, 

6% Which lives, his country's boaſt, and braves the 
„ pow'r of age?“ 


IL 2. 


Lo! FHiſt'ry, for her choſen race, 
Advancing, claims fair Learning's prize; 
Who tell, with dignity and grace, 
How kings, how empires, fall and riſe : 
« My ſons,” ſhe cries, (“ from this bleſt hour, 
«© Nor Faction's tools, nor ſlaves to Pow'r ;) 
% Want, dreaded Want, ſhall ne'er controul 
*£ Your native energy of ſoul ; 
« Henceforth your ftrains ſhall Juſtice guide, 
Inſpir'd by independent Pride, 
And Truth, immortal Truth alone, 


throne.“ 


II. 3. 

Mark where, with graceful ſteps and modeſt air, 
Fair Science leads her ſober train! 

Can heav'nly Science plead in vain, 

In vain implore Britannia's foſt ring care? 
Her vot'ries ſhe impell'd to ſcaan 
Sublime Creation's mighty plan, 

: | And 
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And graſp the wonders of the ſtarry pole; 
hbeir ſubtle reaſon's patient courſe 

Trac'd knowledge to its ſecret ſource, 

And mark'd the myſtic mazes of the ſoul ; | 
Till fame of wiſdom unconfin'd 


Had ſtamp'd Britannia's ſons the pride of human 


kind. 


, 

But ſee, diſpell'd by purer light, 
The Muſe's fleeting viſion ends! 
All fair, all glorious to the ſight, 
Divine Benevolence deſcends! 
Around what angel-forms are ſeen 
Attendant on their gentle queen! 


Pity, whoſe lucid eyes o erflow, 


Reſponſive to the tale of woe; 

Warm Sympathy, which fires the breaft 
For weakneſs wrong'd, or Worth oppreſs'd ; 
And Bounty, genial as the rains 


That cheer the drooping earth, and renovate the 


plains. a 


; {4 PM 


" 66 hes with every weaker claim!“ 
(The ſacred choir enraptur'd ſings) 

«© Vain-glorious ſpirits bow to Fame; 
True charity from Virtue fprings. | 
Though Poetry bewail the wrongs 

« Her ſons endure in melting ſongs; 


66 * Though 
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Though Science juſtly claim her meed ; 
* With tenfold power ſhall Mercy plead : 
*« Celeſtial Mercy, from above 
„Who ſheds the dews of Peace and Love; - 
© Who, ere th' avenging bolt be hurl'd, 
*© Can ſtay th uplifted arm, and fave a guilty world! 


III. z. 


And, lo! her ſmiles approve your bounteous 
plan, | 1 
Le faithful band, whoſe hearts benign 8 

Pant to fulfil kind Heaven's deſign 
Of gen'ral love, endearing man to man q 
What though applauding verſe may raiſe 
Jour names to high-diſtingwſh' d praiſe, 
Though Britain's voice your juſt deſert proclaim, 
e Far nobler triumphs yet ſucceed 
« To crown each gentle gen'rous deed, 
ol Far brighter honours conſecrate your fame ; 
Nor paſs with fleeting time away, 


« But waft the virtuous ſoul to realms of endleſs 
[44 day * , 
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SONG FOR THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER, 1796. 


SUNG BY MR, SEDGWICK, 


Am. The Sons of Anacreon.“ 


To Apollo, their king, at fam'd Helicon's court, 
The tean ragged Muſes preferr'd a petition, 
That his Godthip would pleaſe, when to earth * 
reſort, | 
To provide for his ſiſters, and mend their condition. 
«© What avails all our merit, 
** Tafte, knowledge, or ſpirit, 
n poor barren laurel is all we inherit? 
« If Fortune with Dulneſs and Envy combine 
„„ *Gainſt the Sons of true Gemus, and Friends of 
* the Nine ? | - 


IT. 


« Old Homer, you know, in our happier days, 
& At the banquets of Greeks was regal'd with good 
„ cheer; 
With ſolid roaſt-beef they requited his lays, 
Full goblets of Chian he quaff'd as his beer. 
When, at Rome, jolly Flaccus 
Sung of Cupid or Bacchus, 
* Our glory repell'd all who dar'd to attack us; 


6c And 
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* And Dulneſs with Envy in vain might combine 


4 *Gainſt the Sons of true Genius, and Friends of 
66 the Nine, | 1.5 


III. 


Now, alas! in a region long bleſt by our ſmiles, 
& In Britain, how great are our hardſhips and wrongs! 


 < Whilſt our learning inſtructs, and our fancy be- 


5 guiles, \ 
e Sages ſtarve on their projects, and Bards on their 
ſongs: | 


Or baſe miſchievous ſatire 
Supplies them with matter; 
«c For bread they abuſe, and for bread they muſt flatter. 
Thus Pride and Ill- nature with Envy combine 
460 *Gainſt the Sons of true Genius, and Friends of 
the Nine.” 


| IV. 
* Hence, ye troubleſome beldames !” Apollo replies, 
„With your whining and r diſturb us no 
5 «© more; 
4 If Pride overlook you, and Faſhion deſpiſe, 
Quit the world till the triumph of Nonſenſe be o'er, 
Vet a way I'll impart - | 
% How to thrive in your art; 
Go to Bacchus—he Il open each true Britiſh heart: 
That Fortune with Envy no more may combine 
« *Gainſt the Sons of true Genius, and Friends of 
ee the Nine:" 
EB 3, V. Then 
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Then to Bacchus, of Poets the patron and guard, 


Went the ſorrowing Maids, and implor'd his com- 
paſſion . 

« Aſſiſt us,” they cry'd, © to defend the poor Bard, 
From the ſcorns of proud Wealth, and caprices 
| * of Faſhion !” 

" My Girls,” he reply'd, 

In my Friendſhip confide ; 
To excite gen'rous deeds is my pleaſure and pride. 
* No longer ſhall Fortune with Envy combine 


© *Gainſt the Sons of true Genius, 1 Friends of 
© the Nine.” 


| VI. 

Then thus he inſpir'd a kind liberal band 

(Whilft free as their mirth their humanity flows): 

© Unite, my brave fellows, unite heart and hand, 

To raiſe drooping Genius, and lighten its woes! 
From this happy day, 
„ Ev'ry Muſe ſhall diſplay 

& Your fame in bright colours that never decay; 

«© Nor Foftune with Dulneſs and Envy combine 


+ 66 *Gainſt the Sons of true Genius, and Friends of 
the Nine.” 


LINES 
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LINES WRITTEN AND RECITED BY THE ELDER 
CAPTAIN MORRIS, AT THE ANNIVERSARY OP 
THE LITERARY FUND, IN FREEMASONS' HALL, 


APRIL 27, 1797. 


STRANGE! that in Britain's Iſle, for bounty fam'd, 
Among the wealthieft lands with envy nam'd, 
Where thouſands thrive who never learnt to read, 
The man of Science ſhould be doom'd to need. 
Will no kind Patron give the Scholar bread? 
Muſt Learning ſtarve, while Ignorance is fed? 
The poor, unletter'd groom, of clowniſh mien, 
Who loves his horſe, and keeps his ſtable clean, 
With age enfeebled, ſees his fortunes mend, 
And his rich maſter prove a grateful friend. 
The fteed too, jaded with the frequent chace, 
Meets not, when old, - ill-uſage and diſgrace ; 
Pleas'd in the paſtures of his lord to feed, 
He roves luxurious through the painted mead, 
Till ev'ry want, and ev'ry ſenſe be der, 
And, full of years, he ſleeps to wake no more. 

Bur who to thee a pitying hand will lend, 
Thou Man of Learning, when thou ſeek'ſt a friend; 
When hunger preſſes, and the bailiffs ſeize; 
When bent with age, and waſting with diſeaſe ? 
Who, but this gen'rous band ſhall haſte to ſave, 
And raiſe thee up, when ſinking to the grave; 
Shall wipe thy tears, ſhall ſpare thy honeſt ſhame, 
Relieve ras poverty, and hide thy name ? 

E 3 Say, 
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Say, you who recollect its infant ſtate, 

Does not its preſent growth your hearts dilate ? 

How oft from ſmall beginnings objects riſe, _ 

That fill the ſoul with rapture and ſurpriſe ! 

Venetian palaces their pride diſplay, 

Where firſt ſome fiſher built his houſe of clay: 

So, in the moral world, from humble things, 

From ſimpleſt rudiments true grandeur ſprings. | 

Thus this humane Society aroſe, 

Like Jove's own tree, that from a ſapling grows: 

A ſprig is planted by a private hand; 

The trunk ſoon riſes, and the boughs expand; 

Fair to the ſight, then fragrant bloſſoms ſhoot; 

And now the ſpreading branches bend with fruit. 

| Come, helpleſs Mortal, from thy ſecret cell, 
Where Genius with Affliction learns to dwell ; 

For thee the boughs their fruits delicious bear; 

Theſe fruits medicinal can baniſh care: 

Call thy poor brotherhood, to ſhare the treat; 

This is the tree of comfort; pull, and eat: 

On moſſy verdure let thy limbs be laid, 

And ſink to ſweet repoſe beneath its ſhade: 

The food oblivious ſhall thy peace reſtore, 

And never dread of want torment thee more. 

Lou, Friends, to long- neglected Genius dear, 

You, whom Benevolence aſſembles here, 

You, who in Learning's cauſe have bravely ſtood, 

Whoſe greateſt happineſs is doing good, 

Bleſs, and be bleſt; extend your noble plan, 

And let not Science prove a curſe to Mann 

AN 


POETICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 71 


AN ADDRESS TO THE COMPANY ASSEMBLED AT 
FREEMASONS' HALL, ON THE ANNIVERSARY OP 
THE LITERARY FUND, APRIL 27, 1797. 


WRITTEN AND SPOKEN BY W. T. FITZGERALD, ESQ. 


* 


OUR ſocial board the Stoie might attend, 
Pleaſure the means—Benevolence the end— 
While thouſands crowd to hear the warbling ftrain, 
Few ſeek the manſions of Diſtreſs and Pain ; 
They thirſt for pleaſure, little underſtood, 
Nor know the luxury of doing good. | 
And yet the lib'ral ſtream of Bounty flows, 
To mitigate the helpleſs beggar's woes; 

A thouſand Charities their aid extend, 

To prove that England is Misfortune's friend. 
But, oh ! how hard the taſk to yield relief, 
Where Genius feels a dignity in grief! 
Where the proud ſpirit of a gen'rous breaft 
From oſtentatious bounty ſhrinks—oppreſt ! 
The letter'd victim, pining with the ſmart 
Of worth negleted—cank'ring at the heart, 
Rejects the gold that Vanity ſupplies, 

But while he ſcorns the infult—ftarving dies. 
Bee it yours a bleſt aſylum to create, 

To meliorate the friendleſs Author” fate; 


E 4 
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To yield relief—yet ſpare the honeſt pride, 
That ſtill attendant walks by Merit's ſide ; 
* That gen'rous pride that ſcorns all ſervile art, 
* And warms, in poverty, the noble heart, 
«« Feels its own value, yet would bluſh with ſhame 
& To rob another of his well-earn'd fame.” 

Be it yours to raiſe ſome Otway's drooping head, 
Who pines in want, yet cannot beg for bread— 
Lamented Otway ! whoſe energic lyre 7 
Yields but to Shakſpeare's never-equall'd fire. 
Condemn'd to penury, difeaſe, and pain, 6 
He dragg'd, with weary ſteps, Life's heavy chain : 
Gifred by Heav'n, he ſunk in ſad neglect, 
No friendly hand to ſuccour and protect, 
But doom'd, with aggravated grief, to find 
The Great regardleſs, and the Rich unkind! 
At length the Niggard poor relief ſupply'd, 
The famiſh'd Bard but tafted, groan'd, and died. 
Eternal blot on Charles's vicious reign ! | 
When Genius languiſh'd in diftreſs and pain; 
While pamper'd Sycophants—a ſervile band, 
Enjoy'd the favours of his laviſh hand! 
Such foul reproach this age can never fear, 
Neglected Merit finds its patrons HERE— 
| Patrons from feeling—not from vain diſplay, 
Where the coarſe manner takes the worth away; 
But thoſe who feel for Genius in diitreſs, 
Ambitious only—of the pow'r to bleſs ! 


* The four lines marked with inverted commas are taken 
from one of the Author's Prologues. as 
HP: AN 
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AN ADDRESS TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE | 
LITERARY FUND, AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING 


AT GREENWICH, JULY 5, 1797. 


BY WILLIAM BOSCAWEN, ESQ, 


M ARK, where the filver Tune in Beauty S 
pride, 
Rolls through theſe plains his calm ec tide! 
While Commerce, wafted on his boſom, pours 
Her golden ſtream to lov'd Britannia's ſhores : 
Fraught with the wealth remoteſt climes impart, 
From bounteous Nature, or all-conquering Art, 
Jo this fam'd Ifle ſhe ſpeeds with fails unfurl'd, 
And fixes here the centre of her world. 
But ſay, proud Commerce, e oy vot" ries 
gain 
The ſkill that guides them o'er the mnckleti main? 
Whence their enlighten'd minds, without diſmay, 
Foreknow each toil, and ſcan their deftin'd way? 
"Twas Science! heavenly Science! ſpread thy fails, 
Taught thy bold prows to brave th' inconſtant gales, 
Mark'd unknown regions, ſavage tribes refin'd, 
And bade thy ſons enrich and bleſs mankind. _ 
Yet, ah! whilſt either India's treaſur'd ſpoils, 
Bright honours, glad repoſe, await thy toils, 
Robb d 
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Robb'd of the mite that Nature's wants require, 
The Sons of Science languiſh and expire, 
Crown'd, for their labours in the race of Fame, 
With barren laurels, and an empty name. 

Nor leſs the Stateſman with averted eyes 
Can heedleſs paſs when modeſt Learning fighs. 
The Sage (whoſe Heav'n-taught wiſdom learn'd to 

trace 

Each ſource of bleflings to the human race), 
While nations thrive, by his inſtructions led 
To power and plenty, afks in vain for bread, 
Condemn'd, with wretched ſycophants, to wait 
Car, far leſs welcome,) at the proud man's gate, 
All ſtate intrigues, each meaner trifle, o'er, 
At length he's heard, but ne'er remember'd-more. 

To claims like theſe, if Wealth her aid refuſe, 
What hope, alas! can cheer the friendleſs Muſe ? 
Scorn's favourite theme, infulted while oppreſs'd, 
Her fate a proverb, and her ſighs a jeſt. 
Hooted as mad by all the vulgar crew, | 
Oft, through Deſpair, ſhe proves the ſcoff too true; 
Or Sorrow leads her to ſome lonely cell, 
Where pining Want and Lopeleſs Anguiſh'dwell ; 
There flow her tears unpity'd, and unknown, 
While ſcarce an echo murmurs to her moan. 
More wretched ſtill, perchance her offspring go 
' To the dire dungeon, ſcene of guilt and woe, 
Waſte the ſad hours immur'd from life and light, 
Or (dreadful thought!) ſelf murder d, ſink in night. 

| But, 
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But, lo! a brighter ſcene the proſpect cheers! 
To chaſe her griefs a friendly band appears. 
From heart to heart their generous views expand, 
Till the pure luſtre gilds their native land; 
Till hapleſs Genius, by their foſtering care, 
Springs from the lethargy of dull Deſpair : 
While Hope relumes, while Gratitude inſpires, 
'Th' enraptur'd ſoul with Virtue's kindred fires. 
Oh, then, my friends, with ſtedfaſt zeal com- 
bine ! 
On * firm foundations fix your bleſt deſign: 
So may the Muſe, may Hiſtory's faithful page, 
Record the bounteous deed from age to age. 


- 


* At this time the propoſition to eſtabliſh a Permanent Fund, 
by a Subſcription for that purpoſe, was before the Committee; 
put the Plan had not been completely arranged, 


_ 


7 | PORTICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS 
or THE LITERARY. FUND, AT THEIR 
ANNIVERSARY DINNER, AT FREEMASONS' HALL, 
MAY 3, 1798. 


BY WILLIAM BOSCAWEN, Esa. 3 


WHILE « Preparation's note,” with diſtant roar; 
Reſounds from furious Gallia's hoſtile ſhore ; 
While Britain, conſcious of her native might, 
Serene, undaunted, waits th' impending fight ; 
Say, ſhall her gen'rous ſons one hour beguile, 
And greet the ſocial board with heartfelt ſmile ? 
Yes: *midft the din of war, midſt fierce alarms, / 
Taſte ſoothes the mind, and libera! Pity charms. 
From public cares, from ſuffering Europe's woes, 
Here temperate Mirth may yield a ſhort repoſe; 
Mirth that no faction prompts, no vice imparts 
To ſmiling faces, but repining hearts, 
But that pure joy, by Sympathy refin'd, 
When Bounty ſeeks t' exalt and bleſs mankind, 
Bids Genius, drooping like the languid flower, 
Diſplay its brightneſs, and exert its power, 
And prompts to virtuous zeal, to patriot fire, 
The Sage's pen, the gentler Poet's lyre. 
” With ſmiles Britannia, from her ſea-girt throne, 
Beholds each bright diſtinguiſh'd art her own. 
Her 
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Her Science ſpreads where' er her thunders roll, 

From Indian Ganges to the frozen Pole; 

Pleas'd, where her genial Commerce wins its way, 

On rudeft tribes to ſhed mild Culture's ray. - 

Alas ! could Learning's ſons aſſert their claim, 

To liberal Eaſe, the crown of well-carn'd Fame, 

And, freed from Want, nor ſlaves to guilty Power, 

Woo the coy Muſes in their tranquil bower ; 

How few, by Envy ſtung, or lured/by Gain, 

Had wak'd diſhoneſt Slander's rancorous ftrain ! 

How few with ſervile Flattery ftain'd their page, 

And wrong'd the Muſe's name through every age 
Oh ! then, while ſocial Pleaſure crowns the day 


With temperate Mirth, benevolently gay, 


Yield not to Learning's friends a vain applauſe, 
But aid with ſtedfaſt zeal her glorious cauſe. 


So Genius, cheer'd by Bounty, oft ſhall raiſe 


Its grateful yoice, and merit Virtue's praiſe; 
So Wiſdom cruſh the Sophiſt's vain pretence 
By powerful reaſon and ingenuous ſenſe ; 

So Candour ſpread where'er true Science reigns; 
While every lyre reſounds with patriot ftrains, 
And every heart, at Britain's call, unites 

To guard her fame, and vindicate her rights, 


AN 
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an ADDRESS TO THE SUBSCRIBERS AND dt ales 
or THE LITERARY FUND, AT THEIR' 
ANNIVERSARY, MAY 3, 1798. 
WRITTEN AND SPOKEN 


BY WILLIAM THOMAS FITZGERALD, ESQ. 


Tris gen'rous Band, once more aſſembled here, 
Checks in the Muſe's eye the ſtarting tear; 
While penſive Mem'ry dwells with many a ſigh 
On Learning's vot'ries doom'd in want to die. 
To trace the mournful catalogue would ſhew 
The Sons of Genius are the Heirs of Woe ! 
And that ſuperior talents often doom 

Their proud poſſeſſor to an early tomb; 

Or elſe condemn their victim to ſuſtain 

A Youth of Envy, and an Age of Pain! 
Remember CHATTERTON- ordain'd to feel 
Neglect, more racking than the torturing wheel. 
For him the ſtream of Patronage is dry; 

The tear of Anguith dims the Poet's eye; 

Cold Penury his lonely fteps attend ; 

And the wide world affords him not a Friend ! 
Grief in his heart diſtraction in his brain 

He drinks oblivion to the ſenſe of pain, 

And madly ventures o'er that fatal bourn 

From whence to cheerful Day there 's no return ! 
6 Had 


POETICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. T9 


Had England no Mæcenas who would fave 

So bright a Genius from a timeleſs grave, 

Snatch from his hand the chalice of Deſpair, 

And place the cup of Peace and Comfort.there ? 

Oh! had this lib'ral Band exiſted then, 

His boſom, reconcil'd to life again, 

Had felt the energy that Hope inſpires ; 

Hope that till fans and feeds the Muſe's fires! 

Her timely aid Benevolence had giv'n ; 

Nor had his impious deed offended Heav'n. 

Yet ſurely, Boundleſs Mercy, thron'd ſublime, 

Permits his ſuff' rings to atone his crime! 

While meek-ey'd Pity, pointing to his buſt, 

Melts into tears, and conſecrates his duſts 

Peace to his aſhes—may recording Fame 

Preſerve his mem'ry, and forget his ſhame ! 
Each lib'ral mind your purpoſe will applaud, 

When doing good 's your object and reward; 

No oſtentation mars your gen'rous deed, 

Making the boſom that is ſuccour'd bleed; 

No Party reigns,. no Politicks inflame, 

Benevolence alone your end and aim. 

To foſter Science'in her humble ſhade, 

And ſpare her feelings while yau bring her aid, 

Muſt make your plan, the more tis underſtood, 

Attract the wealthy, and delight the good. 

Though ſmall at firſt your means to yield relief, 

And check the progreſs of the Muſe's grief, 

Thoſe means eac. year increas d ſuccels attends, 


And Science triumphs to behold her friends. 
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Thus the ſmall acorn from a tender root 
Puts forth a weak and unregarded ſhoot ; 
But, Nature's faithful proceſs once begun, 
It gains new ſtrength with each revolving ſun, 
Till its firm ſtem the raging ſtorm defies, 
And its bold branches wave amidf the ſkies! 


LINES ADDRESSED TO THE LITERARY FUND, 
A SOCIETY INSTITUTED TO.ASSIST AUTHORS 
IN DISTRESS, ON THEIR ANNUAL MEETING 

1 IN 1798. 


BY MR. DER. 


WELCOME, ye generous circle, who, remoy'd 

From Party's froward bickerings, and the rage 

Of the blood-monſtet War, the raſh diſlikes 

Of Superſtition, and the proud diſdains 

Of high-plum'd Vanity, here ſocial fit, 

A little Goſhen ; round whoſe ſacred ſeat 

Benev'lence ſpreads her wings, and Pity meek 

Sheds, as from Heay'n, its gentleſt dew-drops down. 
Yes, we muſt welcome you ;—for, if on earth 


There ſmiles one choſen ſpot, that ruffian winds” 
4 Dare 
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Dare not invade.; that Paſſion's mildew-ſwarms 
Might harmleſs paſs, though waſting wide around 
Man's gayeft ſweeteſt hopes, —it muſt be that 
Where Kindneſs blofſoms beauteous : Tree more fair 
Blooms not in mortal ſoil; nor ever bloom'd 

In Fiction's painted garden; yet this tree, 

Though fair of bloſſom, as the ſacred flower, 
Immortal Amarant, of fragrance ſweet | 

As breathes the bleſt Arabia, and of fruit 

Rich as that guarded tree, whoſe golden apple 
Jove's nuptial aay could cheer, would tremulous ſhrink 
From vulgar rudeneſs, as of tendereſt frame. 
Withering it ſoon might die, if ſcowling winds 
Blew on it piercingly.—Oh ! then, we hail, 

As friends, we hail you; warm, of heart, we pray, 
That no wide-waſting ſtorm, no chilling froſt, 
May the young bloſſom of your hopes deftroy, 

Nor Folly ſtop the branches ample pride. 

Oft have ye read the caſe of keen diſtreſs, 

And as ye read, ye ſigh'd; oft heard the tale 
Of Suffering Genius, by hard Fortune gall'd, 
Death-ſtung by Malice, or, in perilous times, 
Heart-harraſs'd by ſome Tyrant's iron hand. 

Nor did ye not attend, as oft ye heard 

How Genius ſoars on light imprudent wings, 

How Fancy's children, a gay ſportive tribe, 
Chearful as morning lark, have mounted high, 
Wild 'mid their warblings, gazing round and round 
With rapture-beaming eyes! But, oh! they dropp d 
From their high carolings to ſilence down, 
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And, *mid their bright creations, the new worlds,” 
Their quick eyes pierc'd, like him, whom Fable gifts 
With faithleſs wings, ſtruggling in vain, they fell 
Jo the dank earth, to pine mid want and woe. 

Ye heard, ye wept; ye wept no fruitleſs tear; 
Rich as the ſtream o'er thirſty Egypt pours, - 
It flow'd to blefs ; and foon, well-pleas'd, ye ſaw 
Your plant take root, and promiſe fair; ye ſaw 
Bloſſoms and fruits: then with a parent's fondneſs 
Ye pour'd forth bleffings, and it ſhall be bleſt. 

And ye have nobly done! Henceforth remains 
The work, to give due ſtatelineſs and ſtrength 
To what ye firſt gave being: Pleaſing taſk | 
Oh! may the wiſe contriving Mind, that knows 
To plan for human welfare, here direct | 
Its energies! Here may ſucceflive riſe 
Gentle of heart and generous, as of thought 
Profound and piercing, ſuch as dare not fink 
Self-centering, but who dart from inward light 
Irradiance wide and ftrong, to chear the world. 
Here Wealth may triumph high, here taſte the bliſs 
Of bleffing others; nor may Wiſdom leſs : 
Who give with liberal hand afford the means 
Of vigorous action; and with judgement weighing, 
Diſcriminating well, and reas ning right, 
Point through thoſe means the pathway to an end. 
Perchance, from ſmall beginnings may proceed 
Bleftings immenſe ; 'perchance—the means outſtrip 
Your higheſt hopes ; perchance—but who may 15 
What — may — or * plan? 
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RE FOR FOUR VOIcks; | 
INTENDED FOR THE ANNIVERSARY -OP 1798; 
PERFORMED AT THE ANNIVERSARY OF 1799. 


THE WPRDS AND MUSICE BY MR» auer. 


T HE God who darts his wit-inſpiring ray, 

And kindles genius as he Kindles day, 

Soft Pity glowing in his breaſt divine, 

In heav'nly, accents thus addreſs d the Nine : 

e Join all your harps, celeftial Queens of Song; 

To me, to you, the fates of Bards belong. 

* Too long, alas! neglected and diſtreſsd, 

« Has Learning droop'd, and Genius been depreſs d. 

<« Theſe ills avert with ſweetly-thrilling ſtrains 

66 Gently awake Compaſſion's melting pains: 

In Phœbus' cauſe teach mortals to conſpire, 

And patronize the merit they admire. 

« Join, join your harps, celeſtial Queens of Song; 

Tome, to you, the fates of Bards belong.“ 
His lyre he ſtrikes | the Muſes all reply, 

And Heav'n itſelf's diffolv'd in extaſy! 5 
Some favour d mortals caught the falling ſound 

And eager ſpread the ſacred influence round. 

From breaſt to breaſt a new-felt ardour flew, 

And lib'ral hearts ſublimer pity knew; 

Quick with a noble patron's love were fir d, 

And join'd to %% the merit they admit d. 
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LINES SPOKEN AT THE ANNIVERSARY OP THE 
LITERARY FUND, AT FREEMASONS” TAVERN, 
MAY 2, 1799. 


| WRITTEN BY HENRY JAMES PYE, ESQ. 


TRE war-worn Soldier, when his limbs no more 
Can bear the glorious toils that once they bore, 
Whether unnerv'd by the cold hand of Time, 

By painful marching, or unhealthy clime, 

If icy Poverty has ruthleſs ſhed 

Her torpid influence o'er his languid head, 

Finds from his Country's care a tranquil ſeat, 
From Penury and Pain a bleſt retreat; 

And Albion boaſts with pride ſhe ne'er neglects | 
The gallant Warrior, who her ſhores Protects. 
Glorious and generous care !—the applauding Mufe 
The Hero with her nobleſt ſtrains purſues. 

Vet ſhall not they, who, friends to human kind, 
Spread Truth's immortal Ægis o'er the mind, 
To Error's force their dauntleſs breaſts oppoſe, 
And ſcatter wide their Country's deadlieſt foes, 
Prevent the dark aſſaſſin's treacherous wound, 

Or daſh the þoiſoner” s chalice to the ground; 
Say, ſhall not theſe, from grateful wealth and power, 

Enjoy of patronage the genial ſhower ? 

Yes !—BriTain's Sons, to injur'd merit kind, 

Will aid the ſacred bands who guard mankind. 


Not 
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Not theirs the meed, by worldly arts to raiſe 

The ſplendid fortunes that the venal praiſe. 

To fight in Virtue's cauſe their proudeſt aim, 
The ſole reward they ſeek, a virtuous fame; 
Or round their brows the tuneful Muſe diſplays 

Her green, but fruitleſs, wreath of barren bays; 

Or from Matheſis' lines their minds produce, 

Frames of mechanic ſkill and general uſe; 

Or, while their cares Earth's ſecret ſtores unfold, 

They ſearch the mine without a wiſh for gold. 
Though poor themſelves, they ſow with liberal hand 
'The ſeeds of Plenty through a ſmiling land ; 
Their ſubſtance waſted, and deftroy'd their health, 

To curb Diſeaſe, and point the means of Wealth ; 

Or, with a purer zeal, on mortal ſight 

Pour the ſtrong radiance of religious light; 

And trace the path by Saints and Martyrs trod, 

Through Nature's wonders up to Nature's God. 

To ſnatch ſuch breaſts from penury and ſhame, 

Is ſolid virtue, and unblemiſh'd fame; 
Such fame, ſuch virtue, yours—ſuch as ſhall ſtand, 
Not in a fingle age, or ſingle land. 

But Glory's voice, in every varied clime, 
Through every volume of recording time; 
Wherever Truth ſhall ſoar with eagle wing, 
Wherever Science teach, or Poet ſing, 
Shall bid to you the eternal Pzan riſe, 

Who ſhield from want and woe the Good and Wiſe, 
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Than what Humanity contemplates here ? 
Pure s the delight that animates the breaſt, 
To'fee you throng to ſuccour the diſtreſs d. 
Manes of Butler, Otway, Dryden, riſe 4 
Behold an object grateful to your eyes; 
England, at laſt atoning for her crime _ 
England, that ſtarv'd the witty, and ſublime ! 


With contrite feeling opes her ample tore, 
And bids the Sons of Genius ſtarve no more. 


"Fis ſuid, that fome to Poeſy are fes, 

And think that Literature engenders woes: 
Such would bring back a barb'rous' age again; 
For none but Vandals perſecute the pen! 


Though ſome profane the Muſe's gift divine, 


And bow at Avarice* or Ambition's ſhrine ; 
Though ſome illiberal Satire's pen employ, 


And mingle hemlock in the cup of joy ; 


Pierce the receſſes of domeſtic life, 
Expoſe the huſband, or defame the wife z- 


* 


Is chere a fi ght the heart can hold more dear, 


The: 
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The tale of fcandal bring to public eye, 
And in ſmooth numbers circulate the he— 
The Muſe's happier office is, to prove | 
The bond of Friendſhip, and the lamp of Love; 
To harmomze the paſſions of the mind. 
To pleaſe, inſtruct, and mehorate Mankind. 
By her the felfiſh feelings are fuppreſs'd, 
And ſocial virtues kindle in the breaft ; 
She points to Nature's wiſe and gen'rous plan, 
And :ſhews. how ſtrongly man depends on man ; 
This ſacred truth the thatch-roof'd Peaſant owns, 
And ermin'd Monarchs feel it on their thrones ! 
A loyal zeal for Freedom ſhe inſpires, 
And nerves to energy the Patriot's fires— 
Is, there a man fo baſe, ſo loſt to ſhame, 
| Who does not venerate the Patriot's name! 
Not the proud leader of a ſelfiſh crew, 
Who d grind the many, to enrich the few; 
But he who; active in his Country's cauſe, 
Aſſerts her liberties, maintains her laws; | 
Whoſe upright mind purſues no private end, 
At! once the Monarch's, and the People's friend ! 
Who ſtems Oppreſſion, which muchoft'ner ſprings 
From Tyrant Factions than from Tyrant Kings; 
Arms for his Sovereign, to his ſtandard flies; 
For Freedom conquers, or for Freedom dies: 
Not for that Fiend, deteſted by the good, 
That bath'd unhappy France with kindred blood ; 5 
That brutaliz'd a Nation once humane, 


Whoſe fire is Diſcord, and whole offspring Pain? 
| F 4 That 


4 
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That drinks the tears deſpairing orphans ſned, 
Tortures the living, and inſults the dead 
That leads from crime to crime, from bad to worſe, 

The Prince's tyrant, and the People's curſe! 

Which, like a torrent burſting ev'ry ER, 

Deſtroys the harveſt, deſolates the ground; 

Saps the foundation of the loftieſt tower, 

And whelms the work of ages in an hour! 

This Gallic Dæmon, hated by the wiſe, 

Shuns the keen ſearching of the Patriot's eyes: 

"Tis not for her his country's foe he braves, 

In burning climes, or on the ſtormy waves; 

But for that Freedom, native of our ſoil, 

That dignifies command, and ſweetens toil ! 

Whoſe graceful form, -unbent by time, appears, 

Blooming as youth, though ſanctified by years! 

For Britiſh Liberty that draws the line, 

Twixt wild Democracy, and Right Divine; 

With equal zeal the Monarch's power maintains, 

And guards the Subject from deſpotic chains: 

The ſlave who once imbibes the Engliſh air, 

Freed from his fetters, owns the Goddeſs there! 

Where Heaven theſe words, in voice of thunder 

ſpoke, 

The Tree of Freedom is the Britiſh Oak ! 

Excuſe the warmth with which my Muſe ex- 
preſs d 
The ſubject neareſt, deareſt to my breaſt; 
But, when the foes of earth and heaven conſpire, 
To deſolate the world with ſword, and fire, 
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Each honeſt man's a patriot at the heart, .-.. .. 
And burns to take his King's and Country's part. 
| When Time has ſwept the preſent race away, 
And friends to Science celebrate this day ; 
Remembrance ſhall with more than pleafure name 
And give your liberal patronage to Fame 
To rival Genius mutual Envy paſt— 
Succeeding ages ſhall be juſt at laſt; 
And He, who firſt this noble fabric rais'd, 
Shall with no common gratitude be prais'd: 
Time, that deſtroys the Hero's trophied buſt, 
Shall ſpare the bay that bloſſoms o'er his duſt, 
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Twas ona lonely cliff, whoſe height 
O'erlooks the hoſtile Gallic ſhore, 
The Muſe reclin'd, from mortal fight 
To hide her grief, her wrongs deplore. 
Her downcaſt eye, her faultering tongue, 
Her lute neglected, and her lyre unſtrung, 
Mark'd 
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Mark'd the deep anguiſh of her mind, 
White thus, with 405 ſhe mom d the miſcries of 
- mankind. 


* 2. 
c Ah! whicher are > Life's ſweeteſt hed, 1 0 
Taſte, Truth, and Genius, whither fle? 
Where, 'midſt the horrid din of arms, 
Shall Science rear her drooping head ? 
Lo, Anarchy pours forth her bands 
Oer trembling Europe's deſolated lands 
Inſatiate Slaughter ſweeps the plains, 


While Rapine ſhouts applauſe „ and dire Oppietiicn 
, reigns | 


I. 3. 


ee Shall my degenerate Sons their triumph hail 2 
Soothe the barbarian ſpoiler's pride ? 
Or, borne on Fortune's ſwelling tide, 

With votive incenſe woo her fav'ring gale ? 
No: rather let th' Aonian choir 
To drear Oblivion's ſhade retire, 

'There tune, unheard, the penſive lay, 
Than, loſt to honour, dead to re 
Exalt each bafe Uſurper's name, 

Or bow to KO Vice, _ own her lawlefs 


e 


nn 


röfrie H eenrrrzorfe ns. 9 


1 | 
Sbe ceas d; when, through the gloom of Night, 
E voice the forrewing Goddeſs chear d. 
And, circled with a blaze of light, 8 80 
Br1TANNIA's awful form appear'd ! 
4“ Ariſe !“ ſhe cried :- thy gentle train, 
By truth inſpir d. ſhall breathe a nobler ſtrain : 
Her voice ſhall bid their patriot lays © 
Record their Country's fame, and conſecrate her 
praiſe; 9 9 | 


H. 2. | 
Mark, whereſoe'er my banner waves, 
Where' er my thunders rend the ſcy, 
What nations blefs the power that ſaves, . 
That ſaves benign in Victory ! _.. 
Ye Seas that lave the Gallic coaſt ! | 
Ye ſhores that ſaw Batavia's vanquiſh'd hoſt ! 
Ye Ports that hide the ſhame of Spain, 
Own, though reluctant, own my * on the 
Main! | 1 
py r 
« But, oh! what glories erac'd my favour'd Ille, 
When Fame to het exulting ſhore, 


- High/pois'd on eagle pinions, bore 


he deeds that ſtruck with dread th* aftoniſh'd 
Nile? | 


When, fir'd by Hope, my ahnt band, 
Midſt Egypt's rocks and faithleſs ſtrand, 
Y | Each 
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Each danger hail'd with proud acclaim ; 
When, fix'd to conquer or expire, 
Fhrough hoſtile fleets, through raging fire, 
My generous Hero preſs d and a a deathleſs 


par 
P x 
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90 © Yet, Muſe, awhile ms 4 acht 
Olf ruthleſs War, enſanguin d ſtrife: 

Behold, with calm and pure delight, 

The ſocial Charities of life? 

See my lov'd Sons tranſported join 

In deeds that lift the mortal to divine! 

See heavenly Sympathy appear, 
Redreſs the Orphan's wrong, and Pig the Widow' 8 
tear! h 3 


* 


„What bitter anguiſh, heartfelt pains, 

| Off pierce his bright difſtinguiſh'd mind, 
Whoſe genius wak'd thy heaven-born ftrains, 

Whoſe liberal taſte inform'd mankind ! 

That mind, which Hope, with tranſient ſmile, 

Lur'd to betray, and flatter'd to beguile, 

” Oppreſs d by Want, o'erwhelm'd by Care, 

| Finds Death its ſureſt friend, its only gueſt, 
Deſpair. 


III. 3. 
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* Oh, then 1 while generous erxnſport thrill the 
ſoul, | 
Let ſweet Benevolence inſpi pire 

I be feſtive ſong, attune the lyre, _ 

And brightly ſparkle in the flowing bowl ! 
Let Harmony with Mirth unite, _ 
While Learning's vot'ries ſeek delight 

In pleaſures temperately gay! _ | 
All hearts in Pity's ſacred cauſe, 


Shall greet their lays with fond applauſe, 
And each revolving year renew this feftal day,” 


/ ; ; 
— 


N. B. The laſt Stanza was ſet to Muß + a5 GLEE, 
by Mr. SauugL WESTLEY ; and ſung after the 
Recitation. 
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It was Saeed, that a PapxanznT Foxr ſhould 
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raiſed, all future ſubſcriptions for life, caſual bene- 
factions, legacies, and all profits ariſing from plays, 
concerts, boaks, &c. to the purchaſe of ſtock (to be 
veſted in truſtees) in ſome of the national funds ; 
the intereſt only of which, except on very extraor- 
dinary occaſions, to be et for the purpoſes of 
the Enſtitution. 
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